POOR REMOVAL (IRELAND). 



RETURN to an Order of the Honourable The House of Commons, 
dated 12 April 1866 j —for, 



COPY “ of all Correspondence and Papers in tlie Office of the 
Commissioners for administering the Laws for the Relief of the Poor 
in Ireland , relating to the Removal of Elizabeth Finn and her Children 
from Toxteth Park Parish, Liverpool, to the Wexford Union ; Mary Barry 
and her Children from St. Margaret and St. John's, Westminster, to 
Limerick ; and Catherine Nevins and her Children from the Strand Union, 
London , to Loughrea 



Poor Law Commission Office, Dublin, 
28 April 1866. 



} 



B. BANKS, 

Chief Clerk. 



{Mr. Michael Morris.) 



Ordered, by The House of Commons, to be Printed 
4 May 1 866. 
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COPY of all Correspondence and Papers in the Office of the Commis- 
sioners for administering the Laws for the Belief of the Poor in Ireland, 
relating to the Removal of Elizabeth Finn and her Children from Toxteth 
Park Parish, Liverpool, to the Wexford Union; Mary Barry and her 
Children from St. Margaret and St.John's, Westminster, to Limerick-, and 
Catherine Net-ins and her Children from the Strand Union, London, to 
Loughrea. 



— I.— 

Removal of Elizabeth Finn and Children from Toxteth Park to Wexford. 



(No. 105166.— Wexford Union.) 

No. 1. — Extract from Minutes of Proceedings of the Board of Guardians of 
Wexford. Union, dated. 13 January 1866. 

A "Warrant, dated 6 January 1866, from under the hands of John Campbell and 
T. 0. Underwel, Esqrs.,for the removal of Elizabeth Finn and her four children from the 
township of Toxteth Park, in the county of Lancaster, to the Poor Law Union of 
Wexford, &c. 

Ordered,, that a copy of the warrant, together with the answers returned by the woman 
to the inquiries annexed to Commissioners’ letter of 21st June 1864, be forwarded to 
-them by the clerk, with the copy of Guardians’ Minutes of this day. 



(No. 1052/66.) 

No. 2. — Cory Warrant referred to in foregoing Minute, dated 6 January 1866. 

To the Guardians of the Poor of the Township of Toxteth Park, in the County ot 
Lancaster, and to the Guardians of the Poor of the Wexford Union, in the County 
of Wexford, in Ireland. 



County of Lancaster to Wit. 

Where A3 complaint is now made by the Guardians of the Poor of the said township of 
Toxteth Park, in the county of Lancaster, unto us, the undersigned two of Her Majesty’s 
justices of the peace iu and for the said county in petty sessions assembled at Liverpool in 
the said county of Lancaster, that Elizabeth Finn, now present, aged 32 years, a person 
horn in Ireland, hath become and is now chargeable to the said township of Toxteth Park. 
And whereas upon examination of a competent witness, taken upon oath before as, it 
doth appear to our satisfaction that she is of the reputed age of 32 years, and was horn in 
the parish or place of Howlot, in Ireland, aud that the last place of her residence for the 
space of three years in Ireland was in Howlot aforesaid, and that she hath not a settle- 
ment in England, and is not otherwise exempt from removal ; and that she hath four 
children, videlicet, Margaret, aged thirteen years, John, aged eleven years, Thomas, aged 
eight years, and Mary, aged four years or thereabouts, which said children have gained no 
settlement in England, and are not otherwise exempt from removal. And whereas we 
have duly examined the said Elizabeth Finn, and as to the state of health of herself and 
of her said children, and are satisfied that they. are respectively in such a state of health 
as not to be liable to suffer bodily or mental injury by removal to Ireland under this 
warrant. 

These are therefore to require you, the Guardians of the Poor of the said township of 
Toxteth Park, to cause the said Elizabeth Finn, with her family, to.be safely conveyed 
from and out of the said township of Toxteth Park to the said union of Wexford, in 
Ireland, to be delivered at the workhouse of the said union of Wexford. 

Given under our hands and seals this sixth day of January in the year of our Lord 
One thousand eight hundred and sixty-six. 

John Campbell, (l. S.) 

T. 0 Underwell. (r. S.) 
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(No. 1052/66.) 

No. 3. — Copt Answers to Inquiries directed to be made in Commissioners’ Circular 
Letter, dated 21 June 1864= (referred to in foregoing Minute, No. 1). 



Query 1. 6 January 1866. 

„ 2. 10 January 1866. 

„ 3. Liverpool. 

„ 4. As a deck passenger. 

„ 5. Wardsmaster of Smithdown- 

lane workhouse, Toxteth Park. 

„ 6. 27 years. 

„ 7. In the townland of Moon- 

navullen, in the parish of 
Oulart, county Wexford. 

„ 8. In townland of Moonnavullen, 

parish of Oulart, county Wex- 
ford. 

„ 9. 27 years, about. 

„ 10. No. 3, Wolf-street, township 
of Toxteth Park, county of 
Lancaster. 



Query 11. Four years residing at No. 3, 
Wolf-street, without leaving 

„ 12. Read answer to Query 11. 

,, 13. See answer to Query 14. 

„ 14. Is a married woman. Her 

husband did not desert her, or 
her children, but went in 
search of employment. She 
states no better husband could 
be than he was. 

A. Born in Liverpool. 

B. His wife states he never received 

parish relief. 

C. No. 3 court, Wolf-street, township of 

Toxteth Park, county of Lancaster. 

D. For four years. 



(No. 1052/66.) 



No. 4.— Letter from the Commissioners to Mr. Hamilton, Poor Law Inspector. 



SA, _ Poor Law Commission Office, Dublin, 18 January 1866. 

The Commissioners for administering the laws for relief of the poor in Ireland transmit 
to you, herewith, the answers to the usual inquiries in regard to the case of Elizabeth 
Finn and her children, who have been removed under warrant from the township of 
Toxteth Park to the workhouse of Wexford Union ; the removal warrant is also enclosed. 

The Commissioners request that you will be so good as to examine the woman upon 
oath as to the circumstances of her removal, and learn from her precise particulars regard- 
ing her past residence ; the time when, and the circumstances under which her husband 
left her ; and the precise place in Liverpool of her husband’s birth, naming the parish or 
township if possible ; also as much of his history and present place of abode as she can 
give. 

You will be good enough to return the enclosed documents with your report. 



To W. Hamilton Esq., Poor Law Inspector, 
Fiddown, Piltown. 



By order, &c. 

B. Banks, Chief Clerk. 



(No. 1052/66.) 

No. 5 — Letter from the Commissioners to the Board of Guardians. 

rr, fc5ir V, . . . Poor Law Commission Office, Dublin, 19 January 1866. 

tHE Commissioners for administering the laws for relief of the poor in Ireland acknow- 
ledge receipt of the warrant for the removal of Elizabeth Finn and her family from the 
townland of Toxteth Park, together with answers to the usual inquiries in regard to her 
previous residence and other particulars relating to the removal : and, in reference thereto, 
^ 6fiU ' e t0 mfo T the Board of Guardians that they have thought it 
ri Q ht to instruct their inspector, . Mr. Hamilton, to examine the woman on oath on the 
subject of her removal, and also in reference to her husband’s place of birth and previous 
residence, and the circumstauces under which he left her. 1 

The Commissioners will address the Board of guardians again on receiving Mr. 
Hamilton s report ; and, in the meantime, they suggest that application should be made to 
a C °py° f on .hick the warrant of 

removal was granted ; and which they are bound by the 3d section of the Act 25 & 26 Viet, 
c. ib, to turrnsh on application. 

To the Clerk, Wexford Union. 7 ^^’^Banks, Chief Clerk. 



(No. 1502/66.) 

No. 6.— Extract from Minutes of Proceedings of the Board of Guardians of Wexford 
Union, dated 20 January 1866. 

th^Sii^ "Mr 1 H fl 2 mih/ at t ed 19th . Jjm " ar y !866, stating that they have instructed 
uispector, Mr. Hamilton, to examine Elizabeth Finn, on oath, on the subiect of her 
removal from the township of Toxteth Park, in Lancashire, to this union, &c. 

Ordered, 
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" Ordered, That the clerk make application to the Poor Law Guardians of Toxteth Park 
for a copy of the depositions on which the warrant for removal of Elizabeth Finn and 
children was granted. 



(No. 1695/66.) 

No. 7. — Report from Mr. Hamilton, Poor Law Inspector to the Commissioners. 

Gentlemen, Fiddown, 25 January 1866. 

In compliance with the instructions conveyed to me in your letter of the 18th instant, 
No. 1052/66, I have examined Elizabeth Finn, and I now beg to forward her statement, 
on oath. 

I have no means of testing the accuracy of her statement. I have, however, as you will 
see, obtained such details as will facilitate any further inquiry into her case at Toxteth 
Park. .... 

It seems to me that there are sufficient grounds to question her liability to removal to 
Ireland. 

The circumstances attending her removal are fully detailed. 

The Board of Guardians of W exford Union have written for a copy of the depositions 
in her case. 

I beg to return the documents which accompanied your letter. 

I have, &c. 

To the Poor Law Commissioners, &c. &c. &c. (signed) JV.J. Hamilton . 

I beg to state that Oulart is in the union of Enniscorthy. 



(No. 1695/66.) 

No. 8. — Minutes of Evidence enclosed in foregoing Report. 

Elizabeth Finn duly sworn, states : — I am a married woman, and the mother of five 
children. I am about 42 years of age. I was born at Monavullen, in the parish of 
Oulart, about five miles from Enniscorthy. I first left mv home the summer of the year Mem. Oulart, called 
the Queen was crowned. I was only a child when I left Ireland. I went to Liverpool, '• Howlot” in the 
was a servant there, then went to the Cheshire side of the river. I was married in the ^P er °" 

Roman Catholic chapel of Birkenhead about 22 years ago. My husband is an English- Union of Ennis- 
man_ He always told me he was boru and brought up in Liverpool. I do not know in corthy. 
what precise place in Liverpool, or the name of the parish or township.. My husband’s ir.J. H. 
name is Owen Finn. I cannot tell whether he was of Irish origin. He is a labourer. I an * 

do not know where he is now. He left me to go and look for work three days before I 
went into the workhouse at Smithdown-lane, Toxteth Park. My husband and I lived 
with our family in Henderson-street, Toxteth Park, for eight years ; Iforget the number. 

We then removed into Bedford-street, Toxteth Park, No. 4, Bedford-street ; we were 
12 months there ; then into Albert-street, No. 3, this was in Toxteth Park too ; then to 
No, 6, John-street. Toxteth Park, three years there; then Stanhope-street, Ro. 5. court, 
in Toxteth Park too. We then removed to 25, Opwood-street, north end, not m the 
Toxteth Park District, it is about four miles from Toxteth Park. We removed according 
to the work; for the last four years we had lived at Wolf-street, Toxteth Park,, ho. 3 
court; we never left it all those four years. We lived in the same house, it was in the 
Toxteth Park Union. I don’t know the name of the parish or township. I only know 
om chapel was St. Patrick’s Chapel, my husband was for 12 years in one employment, Mr. 

Miller’s. He always supported his family and kept us out of the union ; but work becoming 
scarce, he went to America some months ago to try and do better for us. He left us all at 
home (No. 3 Court) Wolf-street; on his arrival in America his health failed, and he came, 
back again. He was away altogether five months ; about six weeks before he came back I 
was forced to seek relief for myself and children (4), my eldest being at sea. lhe eldest ot 
my children now with me is, 13, Margaret, Johnny, 11, Tommy, 8, and Mary, 4. \\ e were 
allowed 5 s. a-week for six weeks. I then went before the Board and told them my husband 
had returned from America, and that he had again gone to look for work; they then said 
I had better come into the poorhouse, and I did so, and brought the children with me, leaving 
my furniture and things in a neighbour’s house, Mrs. Caffrey’s house, Market-court, Itath- 
borne-street. I was five weeks in the poorhouse ; about a fortnight after I had been there 
I was taken before a magistrate. 1 don’t know his name. He told the passmaster I had 
been too long in the country, and he could not pass me. The passmaster said 1 was Irish; 
he said he dared say I was, and did not doubt it, but he could not pass me, especially as 
I had seen my husband so lately. All my children were bom in England, and registered 
in England ; three were born in Liverpool, and two in Cheshire. My eldest son is ay. 

I have been once in Ireland since I was married, about 13 years ago. . I was on y one 
week at my sister’s, who lives near Oulart. My husband never was m re an ° m y 
knowledge, nor were any of my children until now. When I asked for my discharge from 
the workhouse to go and get tidings of my husband, the master of the workhouse said he 
had a warrant to pass me to Ireland, and I was sent off against my wish. resis e , n 
three officers escorted me to the steamer, and a pair of handcuffs was sent to be used u 
238 . ' a 4 necessary; 
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necessary ; the children cried and begged me to go quietly, so that I might not be hand- 
cuffed ; at a moment’s notice I was sent off like a prisoner. 

We embarked at Liverpool on the 10th January. We were deck passengers, but we o-ot 
shelter in the hold with some sailors and others who were passengers. W e had a fearful 
passage, and the children suffered a deal ; it blew so hard that the vessel could not get 
into Wexford ; but had to run for Ballyhock ; we then came here a distance of 25 miles 
on an open car, and the children were quite benumbed with cold when they reached 
Wexford at 11 £ o’clock on Thursday night : we were accompanied by a paid officer of 
Toxteth Park Union. I don’t know his name. I last saw' my husband three days before 
I went into the workhouse, and I was about five weeks there ; to the best of my know- 
ledge, my husband never received relief from any parish. I don’t know where my 
husband is. He was always a good husband and a good father, and had I been 
let out of the workhouse I could have found him. He always went to his place of wor- 
ship. I am sure he has returned before this, and it is no fault of mine that I am not there 
to meet him. I am sure my things are all safe. My sailor son is now on his way home 
from Calcutta. The master of Toxteth Park Union told me that if I wrote to him he 
would tell my son where I had gone on his arrival, as I said I feared when he found his 
home broken up he might go to the bad. 

her 

Elizabeth x Finn. 
mark. 



Witness, 

Catherine Furlong, Matron. 



Sworn before me this 23d Jannary 1866. 

W. J. Hamilton, Poor Law Inspector. 



(No. 1695/66.) 

No. 9. — Letter from the Commissioners to the Board of Guardians. 

Sir, Poor Law Commission Office, Dublin, 26 January 1866. 

The Commissioners for administering the laws for relief of the poor in Ireland desire 
to acquaint the Board of Guardians of "Wexford Union, that they have received Mr. Ha- 
milton’s report, with the deposition of Catherine Finn, taken by him on the 23d instant, 
in reference to her removal with her four children from the township of Toxteth Park ;- 
but before advising the guardians on the subject they wish to see the depositions on 
which the warrant of removal purports to have been granted, which the Commissioners 
believe the guardians have already applied for, as suggested by them. 

By order, &c. 

To the Clerk, Wexford Union. Ji. Banks, Chief Clerk. 



(No. 1695/66.) 

No. 10. — Letter from the Commissioners to the Board of Guardians. 

Sir, Poor Law Commission Office, Dublin, 2 February 1866. 

Referring to their letter of the 26th ultimo on the subject of the removal of Elizabeth 
Finn and her four children from the township of Toxteth Park to the workhouse of the 
Wexford Union, the Commissioners for administering the laws for relief of the poor in- 
Ireland desire to state that as the question of the liability of Elizabeth Finn and her 
children to be removed to Ireland appeared open to considerable doubt, the Commissioners 
were desirous of seeing the depositions on which the warrant was granted, but as those 
depositions do not appear to have been yet furnished to the guardians, the Commissioners 
now forward a copy of the woman’s statement on oath, as made to Mr. Hamilton, Poor- 
Law Inspector. 

From this statement it appears that, apart from the question of the liability of the 
woman and her children to removal, there were several irregularities and some hardship 
in the case. 

In the first place, it appears, that if removable to Ireland at all the family ought to 
have been sent to the Enniscorthy Union, and not to the Wexford Union. 

It would also appear from her statement that the only magistrate before whom she was 
taken stated that she was not removable, and declined to grant the order ; and if this 
statement is true, it would appear that the warrant which was subsequently obtained, and 
under which she was removed, was not obtained in accordance with the provisions of the- 
Poor Removal Acts. 

The family were removed as deck passengers, contrary to the provisions of the 6th 
section of the 24 & 25 Viet. c. 7 6, by which the guilty parties have rendered themselves 
liable to a penalty of 5 /. 

The forcible removal of the woman against her will (handcuffs being produced to her, 
though not actually used), without allowing her an opportunity of seeing after her fur- 
niture, appears to have been an act of harshness, though not any violation probably of" 
the law as it exists. 

The 
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The main question, however, appears to be whether the woman was removable at all to 
Irehml. If her husband, who appears to be an Englishman, has a settlement in England, 
and if that settlement is known, the family ought to have been removed to the place of hi* 
settlement. The depositions, however, do not contain sufficient information on this point 
and it becomes a question for the Guardians’ consideration whether they will incur the’ 
expense of a preliminary inquiry in England to ascertain what the facts really are and 
the place ot the husband s settlement, which can be done at a trifling expense. ’ 

The costs of an appeal against the removal, under the 7th section of the Act 26 & 27 
Viet. c. 89, would be more serious ; but in the event of the appeal being successful, the 
costs of both proceedings, as well as the costs of the paupers’ maintenance, and their re- 
transmission to the union from which they have been removed, would be payable bv the 
Board of Guardians of that union ; and if the Guardians think an appeal desirable, and 
will pass a resolution in terms of the section above referred to (a copy of which is enclosed), 
agreeing to pay the costs, the Commissioners will at once take the necessary steos in the 
matter. ' 1 

By Order, &c. 

To the Clerk, Wexford Union. (signed) B. Banks, Chief Clerk. 



(No. 2926/66.) 

No. 13. —Extract from Minutes of Proceedings of the Board of Guardians of Wexford 
Union, dated 3 February 1866. 

“Read letter No. 1695, dated 2 February 1866, forwarding copy of Elizabeth Finn’s 
statement on oath in reference to her removal from Toxteth Park township to this union, 
as made to Mr. Hamilton, Poor Law Inspector. 

“The Clerk of the Union reported that the Guardians of Toxteth Park township had not 
yet sent a copy of the depositions upon which the warrant for the removal of Elizabeth 
Finn and her four children was granted, although he had written them for it on the 
22nd ultimo. 

“Resolved unanimously, — That this Board of Guardians are desirous of appealing against 
the removal of Elizabeth Finn and her four children from Toxteth Park township to this 
union, and hereby undertake, in the event of being unsuccessful, to pay the expenses 
consequent on the proceeding ; and we therefore request that the Commissioners will take 
the necessary steps to proceed in the matter as early as possible. 

“Moved by Colonel Hatton, and seconded by Mr. Patrick Lambert, and passed: 

“ That a copy of the correspondence in reference to the removal of Elizabeth Finn and 
her four children be transmitted by the clerk to Mr. George, M. r., with a request that he 
will at the proper time bring the matter under the notice of Parliament.” 



(No. 2926/66.) 

No. 12. — Letter from the Commissioners to Messrs. Marsh & Barratt. 

Poor Law Commission Office, Dublin, 
Gentlemen, 9 February 1866. 

The Commissioners for administering the Laws for Relief of the Poor in Ireland 
request that you will be so good as to make a preliminary inquiry in accordance with the 
provisions of the Act 26 & 27 Viet. c. 89, s. 7, with a view to an appeal, if it should 
appear likely to be attended with success, against a warrant for the removal of Elizabeth 
Finn and her four children from Toxteth Park to Wexford Union. 

The copy of the warrant received by the Enniscortliy Board of Guardians, together 
with a copy of the statement made by Elizabeth .Finn, in reply to questions put to her on 
her arrival at the workhouse, and of her subsequent examination on oath by the Poor Law 
Inspector, are herewith enclosed, together with a copy of the Guardians’ resolution, 
expressing their desire to appeal against the warrant. 

It will be seen from these documents that there were, according to the woman’s state- 
ment, various irregularities attending the obtaining and execution of the warrant, which 
it will he observed orders her removal to a union with which she hadno previous connection, 
either by birth or residence, Oulart, her place of birth and last residence in Ireland, being 
in the Enniscortliy Union, and notin the Wexford Union. But independently of these 
circumstances, which would not, the Commissioners presume, constitute any ground for an 
appeal against the warrant under the section above referred to, it will be seen that 
Elizabeth Finn states that her husband is an Englishman, and was born in Liverpool ; and 
the Commissioners presume, that if this is the "fact, and if her husband’s settlement is 
known, she and her children (who were all born in England) ought to have been removed, 
if removable at all, to the husband’s place of settlement, and not to Ireland. 

The Commissioners request that you will be so good as to return the copy of the 
Warrant of removal, with your report of the result of your preliminary inquiry. 

By Order, &c., 

To Messrs. Marsh & Barratt, (signed) B. Banks, Chief Clerk. 

Solicitors, Warrington. 

23S. B 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 




10 CORRESPONDENCE, &c. EELATING TO THE EEMOVAL OF 



(No. 3466/66.) 

No. 13. — Letter from Messrs. Marsh & Barratt to the Commissioners. 

Sir, _ Warrington, 12 February 1866. 

We are in receipt of your letter of the 9th instant (2926/66, Wexford Union), instructing 
us to make a preliminary inquiry as to the removal of Elizabeth Finn and her four children 
from the Union of Toxteth Park. 

We will make the requisite inquiry and communicate the result without delay. 

We are, &c. 

To the Secretary to the (signed) Marsh & Barratt. 

Poor Law Commissioners, Dublin. 



(No. 3466/66.) 

No. 14. — Letter from the Commissioners to the Board of Guardians. 

Poor Law Commission Office, Dublin, 
Sir, 13 February 1866. 

Adverting to previous correspondence on the subject of the removal of Elizabeth 
Finn and her four children from the township of Toxteth Park to the workhouse of the 
Wexford Union, the Commissioners for administering the Laws for Eelief of the Poor 
in Ireland desire to inform the Board of Guardians that Messrs. Marsh & Barratt 
Solicitors, of Warrington, have been instructed to make the necessary preliminary inquiry 
in accordance with the provisions of the Act 26 & 27 Viet. c. 89, s. 7, with a view to an 
appeal, if it should appeal- likely to be attended with success, against the warrant of 
removal in this case. 

The Commissioners will address a further communication to the Guardians oil receipt 
of Messrs. Marsh & Barratt’s report on the subject. 

By Order, &c. 

To the Clerk of Wexford Union. (signed) B. Banks , Chief Clerk. 



(No. 4053 66.) 

No. 15. — Extract from Minutes of Proceedings of the Board of Guardians of 
Wexford Union, dated 17 February 1866. 

" Read letter No. 3466, dated 13th February 1866, statingthat Messrs. Marsh & Barrattj 
Solicitors, of Warrington, have been instructed to make the necessary preliminary inquiry 
relative to the removal of Elizabeth Finn and her four children, &c. &c. 

•• Read a letter, dated 15th February 1866, from John George, Esq., m. p., acknow- 
I edging receipt of petition of Guardians of this union in reference to the Cattle Plague, 
which lie would present to-morrow, and stating that he would consider the proper course 
to be taken as to the scandalous case of Elizabeth Finn, &c. &c.” 



(No. 4053/66.) 

No. 16. — Letter from the Commissioners to the Board of Guardians. 

Poor Law Commission Office, Dublin, 
Sir, 23 February 1866. 

With reference to previous correspondence on the subject of the removal of Elizabeth 
Finu and her four children from the township of Toxteth Park to the workhouse of the 
Wexford Union, the Commissioners for administering the Laws for Relief of the Poor 
in Ireland desire to state that they understand from their inspector, Mr. Hamilton, that 
he has been informed that Elizabeth Finn and her children have left the workhouse, a 
brother of Elizabeth Finn having taken them out with the intention of sending them to 
England. 

The Commissioners request that they may be informed whether this information is 
correct. 

r I have, &c. 

To the Clerk of Wexford Union. (signed) B. Banks, Chief Clerk. 



(No. 4560/66.) 

No. 17. — Extract from Minutes of Proceedings of the Board of Guardians of 
Wexford Union, dated 24 February 1866. 

Read letter. No. 4053/66, dated 23d February 1866, requesting to be informed if 
Elizabeth Finn and her children have left the workhouse. 

“ Ordered, That the Commissioners be informed that the information which they have 
received from Mr. Hamilton, in reference to this woman and her children, is correct.” 
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(No. 4530/66.) 

No. 18. — Letter from Messrs. Marsh & Barratt to the Commissioners. 

Sir, Warrington, 26 February 1866. 

We beg to enclose herewith our report on the preliminary inquiry into the facts con- 
nected with the removal of Elizabeth Finn and family from Toxteth Park. We send also 
all the documents which formed the enclosures accompanying your letter of the 9th 
instant. 

We are, &c. 

(signed) Marsh & Barratt. 

To the Secretary to the Poor Law Commissioners. 



(No. 4530/66.) 

No. 19 . — Report of Preliminary Inquiry, enclosed in foregoing. 



Report of Messrs. Marsh & Barratt to the Commissioners for administering the Laws 
for Relief of the Poor in Ireland, on a Preliminary Inquiry under the Act 26 & 27 Viet, 
c. 89, s. 7, as to the removal of Elizabeth Finn and her four children from Toxteth 
Park, Lancashire, to Wexford Union. 



The undersigned beg to report that we have been for seven days engaged in making a 
diligent inquiry into the circumstances of this removal. Of the difficulties which have 
attended our inquiry some idea may be formed when we mention the fact that Mrs. 
Caffrey, the neighbour in Market-court mentioned in the pauper’s deposition, had died a 
fortnight before our inquiry commenced ; and of all the inhabitants of No. 3 Court, Woolf- 
street, such is the migratory nature of the population, that one only had resided there for 
a longer period than a week. We succeeded, however, in ascertaining that Owen Finn 
had returned and removed his furniture, and had been seen by a provision dealer named 
Doyle, to whom he owed a small shop bill, and to whom he would not give his address. 
Either from this circumstance, or from his distrusting for other reasons the object of our 
inquiry, we have no doubt he has during a whole week been purposely evading all 
attempts to find him. We succeeded, however, in tracing him to the works of the Great 
Northern Extension Railway at Liverpool, thence to a quarry at Everton, thence to Bootle ; 
and eventually, from assistance afforded to us through the influence of the Rev. Canon 
Chapman, of St. Werburgh’s Roman Catholic Chapel, Birkenhead, and the Rev. P. Power, 
of St. Anthony’s Roman Catholic Chapel, Liverpool, we succeeded in finding Owen Finn 
living at No. 7 house. No. 28 Court, Hornby-street, Liverpool. His wife, Elizabeth Finn, 
and three of the four children removed, are living with him, having been sent back by 



her friends. 

There is no ground for the suggestion that Owen Finn is an Englishman. He states 
that he was brought from Ireland when about nine years of age by his father and mother, 
but never heard from what part of Ireland he came. We have seen his sister, named 
R a <ran who is living in Stanley-court, Dryden-street, Scotland-road, and is a little older 
than Finn, and she can only give the same information. 

Before seeing him, we had ascertained from Messrs. Williams & Jones, of 32 Castle- 
street, Liverpool, the house agents who have the management of the property in No. 3 
Court, Woolf-street, that the date of Finn’s entry into the tenancy of that house was. the 
16th March 1863 ; and as the pauper in her statement to the Poor Law Inspector had given 
her last previous residence at 25, Hopwood-street, North-end, we considered it unnecessary 
to make further inquiries on that head. On its being pointed out to Finn and his wife, 
that this did not give as long a residence in No. 3 Court as had been stated, he asserted 
that he had lived for a month previous in another house in the same court ; and his wife 
wished to extend the statement to two months. We place no reliance on this assertion, 
and if true it is unimportant, as the period during which the pauper was receiving reliei 
would have to be excluded from the computation of time necessary to make the paupers 
irremovable, and the wife and family seem to have been receiving either out-door or m- 
door relief from the beginning of November 1865. There is, therefore, no ground for 
alleging irremovability. If the time had been sufficient, a question would have arisen as 
to the effect of the husband’s absence in America, which, on the facts as now ascertained, it 
is unnecessary to discuss. ' , , . , , , 

We find that the pauper is, as alleged, the wife of Owen Finn, though she has not stated 
truly the date of the marriage, which, according to her deposition, should have b een about the 
year 1843 or 1844. We searched in vain the register at St. Werburdi s during the years 
1842 to 1851, except during a short period, during which the original register is defective ; 
but fortunately the marriage register for the district of Wirrall preserves a copy, and we 
find that Owen Finn and Betsy Dempsey were married at St. Werburghs on the 20th 
February 1850. Their eldest son, spoken of'in the wife’s deposition as. being abroad, was 
born out of wedlock, at the workhouse in Birkenhead. We had obtained copies of the 
baptismal registers of the two next, namely, Margaret, born 8th April 18ol, and 
John, born 9th September 1853, each being a year or two older than stated by their 
mother. We have not found any register of the two youngest ; but, from the above tacts, 
it is evident that they were born in England. We are told they were baptised at bt. 
Anthony’s Roman Catholic Chapel, but have not thought it necessary to procure copies 

23S. B 2 01 
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of the register. It is clear, then, that the pauper and her children are neither settled in 
England nor irremovable from Toxteth-park ; but there are several grounds on which the 
warrant of removal appears to us to be open to fatal objections, if it should be thought 
worth while to appeal against it under the circumstances of the pauper bavin* feft 
Ireland and returned to Liverpool, and having regard, moreover, to the difficulty "there 
may be m again searching for the paupers, and procuring their evidence in the event 
of an appeal. L 

h rom the moment of the husband’s return from America he was clearly resident in 
ioxteth-park, where Ins wife and family were living, and his subsequent absence in 
search of work was no interruption of his residence there, unless it was a desertion of his 
wife and children, which (having^ regard to Mr. Justice Erie’s definition of desertion 
R. v. All Saints, Derby, 14 Q. 13. 220) there can be no pretence for alleo-ino- • con- 
sequently relief given to Ins wife and children was relief given to Owen Finn" ,4 the 
heau of the family , and no valid order could be made except on his appearance before 
me magistrates, or at least on the return of a summons served upon him (see remarks of 
Coleridge, J., m the case above quoted). 

The removal ought to have been to the union where the husband, and not the wife 
was born, or, if Ins place of birth or residence in Ireland could not be ascertained, then to 
the most convenient port, under the 24 & 25 Viet. c. 76 s 2 

The warrant of removal is bad on the face of it, in not 'shewing any ground of removal 
to Wexford Union. It departs from the form provided by 26 & 27 Viet. c. 89, in not 
alleging, Oulart, the plane ofbnth to be m Wexford Union; and it appears from the Board’s 
instructions m this case that it is m fact in another union. 

The pauper’s evidence alleges another important irregularity in the maW of the 
oreer. She alleges, m fact, that the order was refused when she was before the magis- 
trates, and subsequently made behind her hack ; and her evidence in this respect is 
5? tbe appearance of the document itself. She embarked from Liverpool 
i -“ g been , five weeks in the workhouse, which would 

bring the date of her admission to about the 6th December. 

^he was taken before the magistrates when she bad been about a fortnight in the 

- SSE'i J VT 111 - brmg ua t0 20tk > “"fi ‘fie warrant appels to have 

been filled up ready for signature on the 18th (a very close approximation to the dates 
derived from her statement”, and subsequently altered to the 6th January, the name of the 

Sreo^” M T?. e ^ el ' S0 “ gIT x B !ir^ e h be “ S at the s ““ e time aI tered to “ a competent 
person. The form given by the Act does not require the names of the witnesses 1 to be 

r T lre the nam , e of tLc P erson makin S tlj e application for the warrant, 
f ' omission in this case may be worth noticing in the grounds of appeal, if an appeal 
be determined on in respect of the more serious irregularities. 1 ^ 

Warrington, 26 February 1866. * Barralt ’ 



(No. 4530/66.) 

No. 20. Lexter from tile Commissioners to tlic Board of Guardians. 

Advektiso to Po °, r La,T Commission Office, Duhlin, 2 March 1866. 

0& i r correspondence on the subject of the removal of Elizabeth Finn 

he W x&rd S n thT * he f Live, pool, to ft^ oSusorf 

• e T vv ext out Union, the Commissioners for administering the Laws for Relief of the Pom- 
m Ireland now transmit, herewith, for the information of the Board S Guartians a cZ 
of a report which they have received from Messrs. Marsh & Barratt, Solicitors ’ on the 
prebmmary inquiries made by them Into the circumstances of the removal in this case 
f i! 6 Cl ^“ lssl 0“ er s desne, at the same time, to state that, lookin', to the fimt that the woman 
“stem's f™ 4 LiTe T° 1 ’ rejoined 

in ^ren« ^®. of P ro “““gwith an appeal on the grounds suggested 

Tk/iC’ -- g the , reliance on Messrs. Marsh & Barratt’s view of the case 
tolxLnf 1 a “ lss ? onei ' s 1 in ^, however, to place the case before the Govermnent as an 
reSvfotthXlSnH 163 P / ao&ed , in Ligland by Poor Law authorities in tailing 
wift anrtadren from ' n V® 10 ™ 1 ’ “ d P»‘“‘ °ut the harshness of separating hi! 
them chlldlen from Owen Finn on the unsustamed ground of his having deserted 



To tbe Chief Clerk, Wexford Union. 



By Order, &c. 

(signed) B. Banks, Chief Clerk. 



(No. 5032/66.) 

So. 21. Extract ftom Minutes „j ’Proceedings of the Board of Guardians of 
Wexford Union. 

“ Read letter, No. 4530/66, dated 2d Mnrub i oce t ,.® -^- aick 1866. 

%SL & Bmat *’ 

acl ° n th ° 
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(No. 5032/66.) 

No. 22. — Letter from the Commissioners to Messrs. Marsh & Barratt. 

Gentlemen, _ Poor Law Commission Office, 9 March 1866. 

Tiie Commissioners for administering the Laws for Relief of the Poor in Ireland acknow- 
ledge with thanks the receipt of your report of the 26 th ultimo, on the preliminary inquiries 
made by you into the circumstances of the removal of Elizabeth Finn and her four children 
from the township of Toxteth Park, Liverpool, to the workhouse of the Wexford Union. 

The Commissioners desire to inform you that they have forwarded a copy of your report 
to the Board of Guardians of Wexford Union, and have stated that,' looking to the 
fact that the woman and her children have now returned to Liverpool, and have rejoined 
her husband there, it seems scarcely worth the expense of proceeding with an appeal on 
the grounds suggested in the report, though the Commissioners place the fullest reliance 
on your view of the case ; and the Board of Guardians, at their meeting on the 3d instant, 
passed a resolution to the effect that they will not proceed further in the matter. 

The Commissioners request that you will be so good as to furnish them with your bill 
of costs in the case, with a view to its being placed before the Board of Guardians for 
payment. 

By Order, &c. 

To Messrs. Marsh & Barratt, Solicitors, (signed) B. Banks, Chief Clerk. 

Warrington. 



(No. 5032/66.) 

No. 23. — Letter from the Commissioners to the Under Secretary of the Lord Lieutenant. 



Sir, Poor Law Commission Office, Dublin, 10 March 1866. 

The Commissioners for administering the Laws for Relief of the Poor in Ireland 
transmit to you herewith, for the information of his Excellency the Lord Lieutenant, a 
copy of correspondence relating to the removal of Elizabeth Finn and her four children, 
aged 13, 11, 8, and 4 years respectively, from the township of Toxtcth Park, Liverpool, 
to the workhouse of W exford Union. 

The case is one in which, as the Commissioners are advised, there are good grounds for 
an appeal againt the warrant ; but on consideration of the circumstances mentioned in the 
Report of Messrs. Marsh & Barratt, Solicitors, of Warrington, by whom a preliminary 
inquiry has been made in accordance with the provisions of the 7th Section ol the Act 26 
& 27 Viet. cap. 89, and of the fact that the family have returned to England, and are no 
longer chargeable to Wexford Union, tbe Commissioners have advised the Board of 
Guardians not to incur the expense of an appeal, but have at the same time stated to them, 
that they would bring the case under the notice of Her Majesty’s Government in Ireland. 

The Commissioners submit that the papers show the following state ol facts, viz. : that 
there was no legal ground for the removal of the woman and her children without the 
husband ; that, if removable, they ought to have been all removed to the place to which 
the husband would have been removable ; and that, even according to the wile s place of 
birth and residence in Ireland, they ought not to have been removed to Wexford Union, 
she having been born, and always resided when in Ireland, at a place situated in Ennis- 
corthy Union ; and lastly, that the order was made in her absence, the woman not beinj* 
before the magistrates when the warrant was granted, as required by the 1st Section ot 



the Act 24 & 25 Viet. cap. 76. ... 

It will be seen by the woman’s deposition as taken by Mr. Hamilton, that about a tort- 
night after she entered the Toxteth Park Workhouse, she was taken before a magistrate, 
who refused to grant a warrant for her removal; and that about three weeks afterwards, 
on her applying for her discharge, in order that she might go and get tidings ot her 
husband, the master told her he had a warrant to pass her to Ireland, and it was under 
this warrant that she was removed. . • • n 

This statement is confirmed by the appearance of the warrant itseli, whica, as originally 
filled up, referred to the examination of Elizabeth Finn, and seated that the examination 
was annexed, and bore date the 18th December 1865. The words referring to the 
examination of Elizabeth Finn have, however, been altered by stnkmg out the words 
“ the said Elizabeth Finn,” and inserting the words " a competent witness ; the words 
“ which examination is hereto annexed” Wc also been struck out, and the date has been 
altered from tbe ISth December 1865, to the fitli January 1866 ; and it is a remarkable 
circumstance, that although the Guardians of Wexford Union applied on the 22nd January 
last for a copy of the depositions in the case, to winch they are entitled by the 3rd section 
of the Act, no reply has been received. . . T . , 

Assuming that the solicitors who conducted the preliminary inquiry m Liverpoo are 
correct in their view, that no pretence existed for considering this woman to are 
deserted by her husband, the removing authorities have without any colourable Pretext 
separated by force a wife from her husband, and several young children from their lather, 
sending them a long sea voyage on the deck of a steamer in stormy weather at this 
inclement season of the year. It was only at the entreaty of the children, w o criec o ler 
to go quietly and not have the handcuffs put on her, that the woman ceased to stnigg e 
against the illegal violence of those who were taking her from the place where her husband 
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was residing, although temporarily absent from her in order to obtain work. The suffer- 
ings of the children during the voyage and afterwards are described in Elizabeth Finn’s 
deposition before the inspector. 'She has, on all occasions when examined, declared 
Owen Finn to have been a good husband to her, and a good father to her children ; and 
this part of her statement is confirmed by the fact of her having since obtained from her 
relatives in Ireland the means of returning to him at Liverpool, and by the further fact 
that, on the recent inquiry made in that tovjp, they were found to be living together. 

Such proceedings as these would demand attention, even if they were capable of bein» 
justified by a rigorous construction of the law of removal; but as the case is now presented 
to the Commissioners, it appears to them quite necessary that the removing authorities 
should have the opportunity of explaining their conduct, and with this view the Commis- 
sioners have submitted the case to his Excellency’s consideration. 

By Order, &c. 

(signed) B. Batiks, Chief Clerk. 

To General Sir Thomas Larcom, K. C. B., & c. &c. 

Dublin Castle. 



(No. 5648/66.) 

No. 24. — Letter from Messrs. Marsh & Barratt to the Commissioners. 



Sir, Warrington, L2 March 1866. 

We beg to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 9th instant, and to enclose our 
bill of costs for preliminary inquiry as to the removal of Elizabeth Finn. 

We are, & c. 

To the Secretary to the (signed) Marsh Sf Barratt. 

Poor Law Commissioners, Dublin. 



(No. 5648/66.) 

No. 25 . — Bile of Costs enclosed in foregoing. 

Costs of Messrs. Marsh & Barratt in Preliminary Inquiry as to removal of Elizabeth 
Finn and her four Children from Toxteth Park to Wexford Union. 



1866. 

February. Ok receipt of instructions from the Poor Law Commissioners to make 
preliminary inquiry into the circumstances ofthe removal of the above- 
named pauper and. her children; perusing same, and depositions and 
papers accompanying same; making memoranda to guide us in in- 
quiries, and letter to the Poor Law Commissioners thereon 



Feb. 14 



Journey to Liverpool, and attending in Rathbone-street. Wolfe-street, 
Toxteth Park, and other places; making inquiries and found Finn 
was in Liverpool; attending house agent’s in Castle-street, and 
ascertaining that Finn entered into possession of same on 16 March 
1863 ; at the docks, and afterwards at Birkenhead, to search for 
registers, but same not to be seen in consequence of absence of 
Canon Chapman, who had charge thereof - 



Feb. 15 



- Making further inquiries in neighbourhood of Wolfe-street; thence to 
Great Northern Railway works ; making inquiries for Finn amongst 
men there employed ; xhence to stone quarries at Everton ; thence to 
Bootle - -- -- -- - ... 



Feb. 16 



Feb. 19 



Feb. 20 



- Attending in Wolfe-street, Toxteth Park, and ascertaining that one of 

Finn’s sons, the subject of this removal, had been seen in that street, 
and that he and his mother were living at the North-end of Liverpool; 
attending at North-end, making inquiry for Finn in neighbourhood 
of St. Anthony’s R. C. Chapel, through all the streets in the neigh- 
bourhood, but could not gain aiiy tidings of Finn ; thence' to 
Birkenhead, searching registers, obtaining certificates of baptism of 
two of the children, but none to be found of pauper’s marriage for 
some years either before or after date given by Elizabeth Finn ; thence 
to Back Parliament-street to see an informant named Caffrey, and 
learning from him that eldest boy not near the age stated - -22- 

- Engaged making further inquiries, especially at Brunswick, Coburg, 

Queen’s and other Docks, in search of Finn and a man named 
Graham, and afterwards to find a man named Little, both of whom 
were ascertained to have worked with him, but could not meet with 
any of them 2 2- 

- Making inquiries in the neighbourhood of Caffrey’s lodgings, 

Bevington Bush, Scotland-road, engaged greater part of day there; 
afterwards to Birkenhead, but couid not meet with Canon Chapman 2 2- 

Attending 
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1866. 




£. s. d. 


Feb. 2 J - 


Attending at Birkenhead, again searching for marriage at a more recent 
date, but not in register at all; afterwards to Great Homer-street, 
with letter of introduction to Reverend Mr. Power, who offered his 
willing assistance, and afterwards to Bocks, in search of a fellow- 
workman of Finn’s, but could not obtain Finn’s address 


•2 2 - 


Feb. 2? - 


Attending at Brunswick .Dock, Harrington Dock, South Ferry, 
Waterloo Dock, Dryden-street, Scotland-road, Hornby-street ; and 
later in the day again at Dryden-street and Hornby-street, where we 
found Finn, his wife and three children, one having been left in Ire- 
land. Obtaining marriage certificate and particulars from Finn, his 
wife, and his sister Mrs. Regan ; engaged from 9 in the morning 
until 12 at night 


3 3 - 




Paid for certificates and searches ------- 


- 7 2 




Paid railway and boat fares and expenses, seven days - - - j 


4 3 6 




Drawing report of result of our inquiries, and generally upon case, 
folios 15, and fair copy - -- -- -- - 


1 - - 




Writing the Poor Law Commissioners therewith, and returning papers 


- 3 6 




£. 


21 15 10 



(No. 5648/66.) 

No. 26. — Letter from the Commissioners to the Board of Guardians. 

Sir, Poor Law Commission Office, Dublin, 16 March 1866. 

W ith reference to their letter of the 2nd instant, the Commissioners for administering 
the Laws for Relief of the Poor in Ireland transmit, to be laid before the Board of Guardians 
of Wexford Union, the accompanying bill, which they have received from Messrs. Marsh 
& Barratt, Solicitors, of the costs incurred in the preliminary inquiries made by them 
into the circumstances of the removal of Elizabeth Finn and her four children from the 
township of Toxteth Park, Liverpool, to the workhouse of Wexford Union, amounting to 
21 1. 15 s. 10 d., and the Commissioners request that the Board of Guardians will have the 
goodness to remit the amount to them for payment to Messrs. Marsh & Barratt. 

The Commissioners desire to express their regret that the expense exceeds what they, 
from previous experience, expected it to be ; which arose from the peculiarity of the 
case, and the great difficulty the solicitors appear to have encountered in discovering the 
parties. 

The average expense of preliminary inquiries in previous cases, conducted by the same 
solicitors, has been less than 51. 

The information obtained is of great interest and importance in reference to the 
existing state of the law of removal, and the case has been brought under the special 
consideration of Her Majesty’s Government. 

By Order, &c. 

To the Clerk, Wexford Union. (signed) B. Banks, Chief Clerk. 



(No. 6107/66.) 

No. 27. — Extract from Minutes of Proceedings of the Board of Guardians of Wexford 
Union, dated 17 March 1866. 

“ Read letter No. 5648, dated 16 March 1866, forwarding account of Messrs. Marsh & 
Barratt, Solicitors, of expenses incurred in the case of Eliza Finn and children, &c. &c. 

“ Ordered, That a cheque be drawn in favour of Messrs, Marsh & Barratt for this sum, 
and forwarded with Minutes of this day to the Poor Law Commissioners, who will have 
the goodness to forward to the Guardians solicitors’ receipt when it will have been 
received by the Commissioners.” 



?3$. 
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— II.— 

Removal of Mary Barry and Children from Westminster to Limerick. 



(No. 1682/66. — Limerick Union.) 

No. 1.— Extract from Minutes of Proceedings of the Board of Guardians of Limerick 
Union, dated 24 January 1866. 

The case of Mary Barry, admitted on the 13th November 1865, removed from 
England to Limerick, unaccompanied by the removing officer from Killaruey to the 
latter place, and whom it appeared had acquired the right of irremovability by a con- 
tinuous residence of 16 years in York-street, in the parish and union of Westminster, 
having been brought under notice : — it was ordered, that the solicitor of the Board be 
instructed to take the necessary legal steps against the parties concerned in the violation 
of the statute. 

Note . — A statement of particulars with reference to this case will be forwarded next 
post. 



(No. 1792/66.) 

No. 2. — Statement of Particulars referred to in foregoing Minute. 

Mary Barry, aged 28, married; Kate Barry, 2 years and 10 months, and James, 
15 months, her children. 



Limerick Union. 

Removal of Irish Poor. — Heads of Inquiry. 



1. Date of warrant or copy (send copy if 

received) ? 

2. Date of embarkation ? 

3. Name of the port at which the embark- 

ation took place ? 

4. How sent; as a deck passenger, or 

otherwise? 

5. When, and by whom, delivered at the 

workhouse ? 

6. How long is it since the pauper left 

Ireland ? 

7. "Where was the pauper bom in Ireland 

(giving, if possible, the name of the 
parish and the name of the town- 
land) ? 

8. What was the pauper’s last place of re- 

sidence in Ireland (giving, if possible, 
the name of the parish and the name 
of the townland) ? 

9. How long had the pauper resided in such 

place before leaving Ireland ? 

10. Where was the pauper residing in Eng- 

land when he or she became charge- 
able ? Give the name of the union, 
and also the parish or township, if 
possible ? 

11. How long has he resided there ? 

12. If less than three years, give, as accu- 

rately as possible, the particulars of 
previous residence for at least three 
years, stating, in all cases, if possible, 
the name of the union and of the 
paiish or township ? 

13. If the pauper is a widow, when did her 

husband die ? 

14. If the pauper is a married woman, de- 

serted by her husband, how long is it 
since the desertion took place ? 



Not received. 

9th of November 1865. 

St. Catherine's Dock, London. 

Deck passenger to Cork ; 3rd class pas- 
senger per train to Killarney, from thence 
like accommodation to Limerick. 

13th November; unaccompanied by re- 
moving officer. 

16 years. 

Village of Patrick’s Well, county and union 
of Limerick. 



Ditto - - ditto. 



From birth. 

Resided for 16 years in the parish of West- 
minster, London. 



Ditto - - ditto 



Married : husband in W estminster. 
Not deserted. 



15*. If 
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15*. If the pauper is under the age of 16 
years, and an orphan, was he or she 
residing with the surviving parent at 
the time of such parent’s death ? 

16. Date of surviving parent’s death? About 10 or 15 years. 

17. Where was the parent residing at the Patrick’s Well. 

time of death ? Give the name of 
the union, and also of the parish or 
township ? 

18. How long had the parent resided there ? Always resided there. 



*a. Where was the husband born ? 
b. Had he ever received relief from any 
parish or union in England or Scot- 
land ? If so, at what time, and from 



what parish or union ? 

c. Where did he last reside ? 

d. How long had he resided there ? 



Carey’s Road, City Limerick. 
No. 



York-street, Westminster. 
Sixteen years. 



The pauper made the following statement : — That having applied for and obtained relief 
twice at the Westminster workhouse, her husband having left London at that time in 
search of employment, she was forcibly taken before a magistrate who interrogated her as 
to her previous place of residence ; that she was then brought back to the workhouse, 
where she, with her two children, had been placed in a cab and sent off to the Saint Cathe- 
rine’s Dock, put on board the steamer bound for Cork ; that she entreated of the officials 
at the workhouse to let her go to her husband, and “ she would never trouble them 
ao-ain,” and was told when he (the husband) would come to make inquiries about her he 
would be similarly dealt with; that, during the three days she had been coming to Cork, 
the removing officer (whose name she could not ascertain) took no pains whatever about 
herself or two children, as he always appeared to be under the influence of drink ; that upon 
her arrival in Cork, she was again put into the train, and found herself next in Killarney, 
where the removing officer having paid her fare per train to Limerick, left her. She also 
submitted a letter, of which the following is a copy, received from her husband since her 
admission to this workhouse : — 



My dear Wife, Drury-lane, 25 Charles- street, London. 

I was greatly surprised when I received your letter to hear that you were in Ireland, 
which orieved mo very much to hear that you and my dear children were so distressed ; 
they had no right to send you and my children away from me ; that the children were 
born in Westminster parish, and I lived there 20 years, and where else could they 
claim but that parish ? I was greatly surprised that they pressed them away from me in 
that manner without letting me know ; as those in Westminster parish had no feeling, 
I hope and trust the gentlemen of Limerick Union will kindly assist you and the 
children back to me again, as I have plenty of work to support them, for which I should 

feel Tery grateful. Your affectionate Husband, 

Patrick Barry. 



(No. 1792 /66.) 

No. 3. — Letter from the Commissioners to Mr. Bourhe, Poor Law Inspector. 

Poor Law Commission Office, Dublin, 
g IR 19 February 1866. 

With reference to your observations, dated the 18th instant, relative to the removal of 
the pauper Mary Barry, and her two children, from Westminster, to the workhouse of the 
Limerick Union, the Commissioners for administering the Laws for Relief of the Poor ' n 
Ireland have directed that the papers on the subject be herewith sent back to you, and they 
will be obliged to you if you will be so good as to report any further information you may 
obtain thereon. , , 

It may, perhaps, be desirable that you should take the woman s deposition, on oath, and. 
examine her especially as to the circumstances under which her husband left London, and 
the duration of his absence. . . . , , 

No warrant having been received by the Guardians of Limerick Union, it should be 
ascertained whether the pauper has a copy, the Act of Parliament requiring it to be given 
to her. 

By Order, &c. 

To R. Bourke, Esq., (signed) B. Bankt, Chief Clerk. 

Poor Law Inspector, Nenagh. 



238. 



c 
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(No. 5639 /66.) 

No. 4. — Report from Mr. Bourke to the Commissioners. 



Gentlemen, Lisnagry, Limerick, 12 March 1866. 

With reference to your letter of the 19th ultimo. No. 1762, requesting me to report* to 
you upon the case of Mary Barry, who, with her two infant children, was removed from 
one of the Metropolitan Unions on the 9th November last, under circumstances of great 
hardship, and in a manner apparently both cruel and illegal, [ beg leave to state that'upon 
personal inquiry made at the Limerick workhouse on the 21st ultimo, I found that the 
woman had taken her discharge on the 9th, and returned with her children to London 
there to join her husband. 

I had no means therefore of examining her upon oath, nor could I ascertain the position 
of the case, as the solicitor to whom the papers had been entrusted by the guardians, with 
a view to his prosecuting the offenders, was absent from Limerick, where he only returned 
last week for the assizes. 

I now understand from Mr. Murphy, the solicitor, ihat the woman swore no information 
in the case, his opinion being that no proceedings could be successfully undertaken ; and 
he confined himself to addressing the Poor Law Board on the subject, from whence he 
received a reply, dated the 23d February, stating that inquiries were in progress regarding 



Under these circumstances there is no other evidence than the woman’s own statement 
as to her treatment by the parish officers of the removing union. But it is certain ihat 
she and her children were deserted on their journey, contrary to the provisions of the Act, 
and arrived at the Limerick workhouse unaccompanied bv any removing officer. It is also 
certain that no warrant for her removal was received ‘bv the Limenck Guardians nor 
according to her statement, was any copy given to her. 

She states that she resided 16 years in Westminsier, and that although her husband had 
left London m search of employment, when she applied the second time for relief, she was 
not deserted. It seems probable, however, that there was sufficient break in the husband’s 
residence to render the wife temovable, as a letter received from him by his wife, whilst in 
the Limerick workhouse, is dated from Charh s-streei, Drury-lane. She states that she and 
ber children were deck passengers from London to Cork, contrary to the provisions of the 
Act regulating the removal of the Irish poor, and that from Cork she was taken first to 
Jiularney, and sent on from thence, unaccompanied by the removing officer, to Limerick 
where she arrived on the 13th November. 

The omission of the parish authorities to furnish the Limerick Board with a copy of the 
warrant of removal in this case deprived it of the immediate attention usually given in 
similar instances; and the woman has now left the workhouse without havintr furnished the 
means of determining the parish by which she was removed, and without giving all the 
details of her husband s absence from London. ° 

It would appear, however, that she was living in York-street, Westminster, at the time 
of her removal, and it ought not to he difficult for the Poor Law Board to ascertain the 
facts relating to it, through the clerk of the union in which that street is situated. 

I return the enclosures to your letter of the 19th ultimo. 



To the Poor Law Commissioners. 



I have, &c. 

(signed) R. BourJte. 



(No. 5639/66.) 

No. 5. Letter from the Commissioners to the Under Secretary of the Lord Lieutenant. 

Poor Law Commission Office, Dublin, 

. Commissioners for administering the Laws for Relief of the Poor in Ireland transmit 
statemmt .v'f’ ,1°' the mformatl °‘> « f His Excellency the Lord Lieutenant, a copy of a 
B™ a t 1 they received on the 27th January last, relating to the removal of Mary 
rJJJZ , d . her [wo infant children, from a parish ill Westminster, together with a copy of a 
uniorg or^the subject? ^ 8, "“ Mr. Bourke, the inspector in charged the 

wliS'lfniiS, the T f l C T’ n wel ! 18 in lhe case of remo ™ 1 fram Toiteth Park to the 
aid oh M IT; rep01 'ted in the Commissioners' letter of the loth instant, that the woman 
. M h “ d h eeu ‘UegaUy removed without the husband, the latter not having deserted 
them as Mary Barry states, and her statement being confirmed by the letter sir! received 

from her husband while an inmate of Limerick Workhouse. 

and W Cn ,'. on ha 'e placed this casein the hands of their own solicitor, 

secn'nn of th. a' ?' d for j* P re l'“' nar y inquiry, with a view to an appeal, under the 7th 
onesfinn Wei ” Vlctl P’ S9 > probably on his advice! and therefore the 

§y the CommtaLSS. ““ y ” ”°‘ haS not be “ further inquired into 

To General Sir Thomas Larcom, K.C.B., (signed) B.^Bmha, ChiefClerk. 

etc. &c. &c. 

Dublin Castle. 
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(No. 5639/66.) 

No. 6. — Letter from the Commissioners to Mr. JBourke , Poor Law Inspector. 

Poor Law Commission Office, Dublin, 
Sir, 27 March 1866. 

With reference to that part of your report of the 12th instant, on the subject of the 
removal of Mary Barry and her two children from a parish in Westminster to the work- 
house of the Limerick Union, in which you state that a communication had been received 
by the solicitor of the guardians, from the Poor Law Board, stating that inquiries were in 
progress regarding the case, the Commissioners for administering the laws for relief of the 
poor in Ireland desire to stale that should any further communication be received, or infor- 
mation obtained as to the facts of the case, they are desirous of being informed of the parti- 
culars, and they will, therefore, be obliged by a further communication from you should you 
learn that any such information has been received. 

By order, &e. 

To Richard Bourke, Esq., (signed) B. Banks, Chief Clerk. 

Poor Law Inspector, Lisnagry, Limerick. 



(No. 8096/66.) 

No. 7. — Letter from the Clerk of the Union to the Commissioners. 

Office, Limerick Union, 

Sir, 13 April 1866 . 

I beg to forward for Commissioners’ information the correspondence received relative to 
the case of Mary Barry, removed from the union comprising the parishes of St. Margaret 
and St. John, Westminster. 

I am, &c. 

B. Banks, Esq., Chief Clerk, (signed) C. H. Naisk. 

Poor Law Commission Office. 



(No. 8096/66.) 

No. 8. — Copt of Correspondence with the Poor Law Board in England enclosed 
in foregoing. 

(No. 11,174 C.— 1866.) 

V ' Poor Law Board, Whitehall, S.W., 

g ir 7 April 1866. 

I am directed by the Poor Law' Board to forward to you herewith, for your information, 
and with reference to the letter which you addressed to them on the 5th February last, a 
copy of a correspondence which has taken place between the Board and the Governors and 
Directors of the Poor of the parishes of St. Margaret and St. John, Westminster, respecting 
the case of the pauper Mary Barry. 

1 am, &c. 

To Joseph Murphy, Esq., Solicitor, (signed) Enfield, Secretary. 

55, George-street, Limerick. 



Copv of Correspondence. 



(No. 5542 0. 1866 .) p oor Law Boatd> Whitehall, S. W., 

gj r 13 February 1866 . 

I am directed by the Poor Law Board to forward to the Guardians of the Poor of the 
parishes of St. Margaret and St. John, Westminster the enclosed copy of a letter which the 
Board have receive! from Mr. Joseph Murphy, sol.cttor to the Guard, ans of the L.menck 
Union, with reference to the removal from Westminster to Ireland of a poor woman named 

M Tire B Boai! aI reqneTtcf 'be* furnished with any observations which the Guardians may 

desire to make upon the case of Mary Barry. 

r 1 am, «c. 

To E. Spooner, Esq., (signed) Enfield, Secretary. 

Clerk to the Guardians of the Poor of the Parishes 
of St. Margaret and St. John, Westminster, 

The Workhouse, Petty France, S.W. 



238. 
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(No. 6784—1866.) 

Workhouse, Petty France, York-street 
My Lord, London, S. W., 16 February 1866. * 

I am directed by the Board of Governors and Directors of the Poor of these parishes to 
acknowledge the receipt of your Lordship’s communication, dated the 13th February instant 
(No. 5,642 C. — 1866 ), and its enclosure, with reference to the removal of Mary Barry to 
Ireland, and to state in reply thereto that the same is under inquiry by the Board. 

I have, &c. 

To Lord Enfield, m.p., Secretary, (signed) E. Spooner, Clerk. 

Poor Law Board, S. W. 



(No. 8835—1866.) 

Workhouse, Petty France, York-street, 
My Lord, S. W. London. 

By direction of the governors and directors of the poor of these parishes, I forward here- 
with the proceedings of the Board with reference to the case of Mary Barry in reply to the 
communication of the Poor Law Board, dated the 13th ultimo, No. 5542 C. — 1866. 

1 have, &c. 

To Viscount Enfield, m.p., (signed) E. Spooner, Clerk. 

Secretary, Poor Law Board, Whitehall, S. W. 



St. Margaret and St. John, Westminster, 
15 February 1866. 

At a Board of Governors and Directors of the Poor of these Parishes held this day; 

Present :-S. H. Godson, Esq. (Chairman), in the Chair ; 

Read the following Letter and its Enclosure. 

[Here the same is inserted, No. 5,542 C.— 1866 , 13 February 1866 ; re Mary Barry and 
Children.] 



The Board made inquiries of the relieving officer in reference to the removal of the case 
referred to in the letter now read and it appeared that this woman and her children were 
admitted into the Petty France House in the name of Mary Welch on the 5 th May 1865 
and she took her discharge o.r the 10th June to avoid removal ; she was admitted again on 
the 28 th September and steps were taken to pass her to Ireland, bat she again discharged 
^Tn°,\ he f Se P temb , er a ™ d removal to Ireland; she was again Emitted on the 
3lst October; she remamed in the house until the 7th November, and she was removed to 
Ireland at her own request. 

The relieving officer stated that option is given in every Irish ease either to leave the 
M ''““'I ‘bat Ma'I Welch stated on oath she was born at Patrick's 

in week, do V q left , th . ere ■>“* ago, and that her husband had deserted her 

13 weeks , she had not heard from him since, nor did she know where he is ; that a copy 
of the order for her removal to Wand was given to her, and another copy was posted ti 
1865 5 d ° f the P °° r ° F the Llmerick U “ io “ 011 the same tlay, viz., 7th November 
The clerk informed the Board that he forwarded to Mr. Frost, of 46, High-street Wap- 
Pom’ f h ,5? r m0, j a - ° f [r f l i l ? “>py of that part of the letter sent to le 

So. iTt byt p Gual ' dla,ls of the Limerick Union, as relates to the removal of Marv 
Barry, ot Welch, with a request that he will oblige the Board with a full report of the cii'- 
enmstanees attending the removal to Limerick, but he had not received any reply at orient. 

The Boaid directed the clerk to acknowledge the receipt of the Poor Law Board's eom- 
Zrr unlrwrd|a.f„„. the “ ° f ^arry, now read, and inform them that the 

clark l' e P orted ® al he kad aa ™ Mr. Frost, and he made the followffiSatement’in 

So BKTy ’ or Welch ' refered *° — 



Be Mary Welch, or Barry, 27th February 1866. 

Mr. Frost stated: I always see the warrant given to the pauper by the officer who 

emWk the Tl! 0ine, i andlnm<?St ^ aSeSthepaupersask me t0 kee P the warrant until they 
embark. I have always received a good character of Peter Reynolds for steadiness and 

thcTpauper. ^ ^ ^ t0 rem ° Ve Welch aad fami, y to LimeriS; the orde^wa "gKen to 

Peter 
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peter Reynolds, conductor to Mr. Frost, the agent for executing Irish orders of removal, 

s j. ateg: I cannot remember the pauper named Welch, or Barry; I removed her to Limerick-, 

no doubt on the day named, with three other families, under the orders of Mr. Frost. I had 
no occasion to go to Killarney between the 12th and 28th November, and did not go, I am 
certain. Very often when warrants are given to the paupers they have tom them up on the 
voyage. I never handed her over to another person to take her to Limerick, because I 
always do the work myself of taking the poor to their destination. I keep no account of 
my journies to and from Ireland. 

The clerk was directed to forward the result of the Board’s enquiries into the case of 
Mary Barry, or Welch, on the 15th ultimo, and the statements made by Mr. Frost and his 
aoent, no'v read, to the Poor Law Board. 

°Extracted from the Minutes of the Board. 

(signed) E. Spooner , Clerk. 



(No. 8835 C.— 1866.) 

Poor Law Board, Whitehall, S.W., 

gj r> 13 March I860. 

I am directed by the Poor Law Board to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 
6th instant, forwarding extracts from the minutes of the Governors and Directors ot the 
Poor of the Parishes of St. Margaret and St. John, Westminster, in explanation of the pro- 
ceedings connected with the removal from ihose parishes to Ireland of the pauper named 
Mary Barry. , , 

I am directed to inquire what steps the governors and directors took to ascertain whether 
the pauper’s husband had or had not deserted her as alleged, and whether they were sup- 
plied with any other information as to the case than that which appears in the extracts from 
the minutes. . , . 

The Board wish to be furnished with a copy of the directions given by the governors 
and directors in pursuance of which the order of justices was obtained for the removal or 
the pauuer to Ireland. . ^ 

They also wish for an explanation of the statement of the relieving officer that option 
is given in every Irish case either to leave the workhouse or go to Ireland. Ihey desireto 
be informed whether this option is given by the relieving officer himself, or by the master ot 
the workhouse, or by the governors and directors. If given by the relieving officer or the 
master of the worlihouse, the Board wish to learn whether this is by direction ot tne 
governors and directors. ... 

The Board request to be furnished with a prompt answer to these inquiries. 

I am', &c. 

E. Spooner, Esq., (signed) H. Firming, Secretary. 

Clerk to the Governors and Directors of the Poor 
of the Parishes of 

St. Margaret and St.John, Westminster, Workhouse, 

Petty France, York-street, S.W. 



I am directed by the Board of Governors and Directors of the Poor of these parishes to 
acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 13th instant, No. 6835 C.— 1866, and to state 
that, through the unavoidable absence from illness of the relieving olheer, the mqmr.es 
requested to be made by the Poor Law Board cannot be proceeded with at present. 

I am, &c. 

H. Fleming Bsq„ Secretary, ( si g“ K 0 E *&»*"> 0leA - 

Poor Law Board, Whitehall, 55. W. 



Workhouse, Petty France, York-street, London, S.W., 
16 March 1866. 



(No. 9735—1866.) 



Poor Law Board, Whitehall, S.W., 
22 March 1866. 



S°l‘r 5 £ 

paupei° f M, h , e y E^“annofbe^ the unavoidable absence 

of the relieving officer concerned in the case. 

238. c 3 
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The Board request the governors and directors again to refer to the Board’s letter of the 
13th instant, as ti e inquiries therein contained relate to their own proceedings, and not to 
those of the relieving officer. ° 0 



E. Spooner, Esq., 

Clerk to the Governors and Directors of the Poor 
of the Parishes of 

St. Margaret and St. John, Westminster, Workhouse, 
Petty France, York-street, S.W. 



I am, &c. 

(signed) Enfield, Secretary. 



Workhouse, Petty France, York-street, London, S.W. 

My Lord, 29 March 1866. 

I am directed by the Board of Governors and Directors of the poor of these parishes 
to acknowledge the receipt of your Lordship’s letter, dated the 23d instant, No 9736 C 
and to state in reply to inquiry respecting the case of Mary Barry, as to what steps the 
governors and directors took to ascertain whether the pauper’s husband had or had not 

deserted her, that it was upon the statement of the pauper herself, that her husband had 

deserted her m April last, in Rye-street; that she had not heard from him since that time 
neither could she give any information about him, that the order of the Board was written 
by the Chairman in the Relief List, when she appeared before the Board in September last 
for her to be “ passed to Ireland,” which order she was informed of by the chairman. ’ 
With regard to the statement of the relieving officer, that option is given in every Irish 
case either to leave or go to Ireland, I am to explain ih«t it is the practice of the Board, 
when paupers are reported as belonging to Ireland, and removable thereto, never to send 
them if they object to be passed, and that the relieving officer and the master are em- 
powered by the governors to stay the execution of a justice’s order whenever objections are 
raised by the poor; but, in the case of Barry, it appears she was in favour of beino- sent to 
Ireland, and was sent accordingly. 

Viscount Enfield, m. p., Secreiary, (signed)" Spooner, Clerk. 

Poor Law Board. 



(No. 8096/66.) 

No. 9. — Letter from the Commissioners to the Board of Guardians. 



Q . Poor Law Commission Office, Dublin, 

blP » . . 17 April 1866. 

I he Commissioners for administering the Law’s for Relief of the Poor in Ireland 
acknowledge the receipt of your letter of ihe 13th instant, forwarding correspondence rela- 
tive to the case of Mary Barry, removed from Westminster with her children, in the month 
of .November last. 

Tlie Commissioners think it would have been better if the Board of Guardians had 
applied to the Commissioners for a preliminary inquiry under the 7 th section of the Act for 
the further amendment of the Law relaiing to the Removal of Irish Poor from England 
(26 and 27 Viet. c. 80). It would then have been ascertained, with certainty, how far the pre- 
sent statements are correct, and more especially whether any desertion of this woman by her 
husband actually took place, as seems veiy unlikely from the terms of the letter which he 
addressed to her while in Limerick workhouse. 

Had it appeared that there was no such desertion as alleged, an appeal might have been 
successfully maintained against the order, as in that case the woman and her children were 
not removable to Ireland without the husband. 

As however, they have now ceased to be chargeable, and the time for the hearing of the 
appeal is limited to six months from the time of removal, it would not now appear to be 
desirable to proceed under the section above mentioned. 



To the Clerk, Limerick Union. 



By Order, &c. 

(signed) B. Banks, Chief Clerk. 
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— III. — 

Removal of Catherine Nevin and her Children from London to Loughrea. 



(No. 19,705/64 — Loughrea Union.) 

No. 1. — Extract from Minutes of Proceedings of the Board of Guardians of Loughrea 
Union, dated 15 October 1864. 

“A warrant for the removal of a woman named Catherine Nevin, and her three children 
from the Strand Union, received by the clerk on the 13th instant, was laid before the Board • 
the parties have not as yet arrived at the workhouse.” 

(Copy of Warrant is herewith forwarded.) 



(No. 19,740/064.) 

No. 2. — Copy Warrant referred to in foregoing Minute. 

To the Guardians of the Poor of the Strand Union, in the county of Middlesex. 

To the Guardians of the Poor of the Loughrea Union, in the county of Galway, in Ireland. 

Metropolitan Police District, to Wit. 

Whereas complaint is now made by the guardians of the poor of the Strand Union in 
the said district and county of Middlesex, unto the undersigned, one of the magistrates of 
the police courts of the metropolis, sitting at the police court at Bow-street, within the 
metropolitan police district and county of Middlesex, that Catherine Nevin hath become 
and is now chargeable to the parish of St. Paul, Covent Garden, in the said union. 

And whereas the said Catherine Nevin having been brought before me, and application 
having been made to me at the police court aforesaid, by the officer of the said guardians, on 
their behalf, I have made due examination, on oath, and find that the said Catherine Nevin 
is of the reputed age of 29 years, and was born in Ireland, and last resided for ihe space of 
three years in the parish of Craughwell,in the county of Galway, now contained in the said 
union of Loughrea. She hath not a settlement in England, and is not otherwise exempt from 
removal from the said Strand Union, and that she hath three children, named John, Mary 
Anne, nnd Eliza, of the reputed ages of nine years, seven years, and len months, which 
children are not exempt from removal from the said Union. 

And I have seen the said Catherine Nevin, and her said children, and I am satisfied 
that the said Catherine Nevin and her said children are in such a state of health 
as not to be liable to suffer bodily or mental injury by the removal. These are there- 
fore to require you, the guardians of the pour of the Strand Union, to cause the said Cathe- 
rine Nevin, with her family, to be safely conveyed to the said union of Loughrea, and to be 
delivered at the workhouse of such union. 

Given under my hand and seal, at the police court aforesaid, the 12th day of 
October, in the year of our Lord One thousand eight hundred and sixty-four. 

(signed) James Vaughan. (i. s.) 



(No. 19,740/64.) 

No. 3. — Letter from the Commissioners to the Board of Guardians. 

Poor Law Commission Office, 

Sir, Dublin, 25 October 1864. 

Ihe Commissioners for administering the Laws for Rebel of the Poor in Ireland^ acxnow- 
ledge the receipt of a copy of the warrant received for the removal of Catherine Nevin and 
her children from the Strand Union to Loughrea, and request that they may be furnished 
with the particulars specified in their circular letter of the 21st June last on the arrival of the 
parties at Loughrea. 

By Order, &c. 

To the Clerk, Loughrea Union. (signed) B. Banks , Chief Clerk. 



243. c 4 

Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 




24 CORRESPONDENCE, &c. RELATING- TO THE REMOVAL OF 
(No. 20,582 64.) 

No. 4. — Extract from Minutes of Proceedings of the Board of Guardians of Lou°'hrea 
Union, dated 29 October 1864. 

“Read letter from the Poor Law Commissioners (No. 19,740, dated 25 th October 18641 
requesting that they may be furnished with the replies to the inquiries on the circular of 
the 21st June last upon the arrival of the woman Catherine Nevin and her children who 
have been deported from the Strand Union. 

“ The Clerk stated that the parties in question have not as yet been delivered at th P 
workhouse.” 



(No. 15,930/65.) 

No. 5.— Extract from Minutes of Proceedings of the Board of Guardians of Loughrea 
Union, dated 26 August 1865. 

“The Clerk laid before the Board a warrant received by him on the 4th instant for the 
removal of a woman named Catherine Nevin and her children from the St. George, Hano- 
ver-square Union, and stated that the parties have not arrived at the workhouse as yet • also 
a letter received by that morning’s post from Mr. Frost, the deporting a°ent.” ’ 

(Copies of these documents are forwarded herewith.) 

“The Master was directed to reply to Mr. Frost’s letter.” 



(No. 15,957/65.) 

No. 6.— Copy of Documents referred to in the foregoing Minute. 

. S’ ? 0 'T 0 "^ Directors of the poor of the perish of St. George, Hanover-square 
m the Metropolitan Police district and the county of Middlesex, and to the Guardians of 
the poor of the Loughrea Union, in the county of Galway in Ireland. 

M etropolitan Police District, to Wit. 

Whet’.f.as complaint is now made by the Governors and Directors of the poor of the 
pansh o f St. George, Hanover-square, in the said district and conmy of Middlesex, unto 
me Robert Philip Tyrahut, Esq., one of the magistrates of the police courts of ihe metro- 
££?■ , J" s “* court at Marlborough-street, within the Metropolitan Police dis- 

S.'u.rln f d eS n’ Calllenne Nevln hath become and is now chargeable to 
the palish of St. George, Hanover-square aforesaid. And whereas the said Catherine 
Nevin_ having been brought before me, and application having been made to me by the 
removing officer of the said Governors and Directors on their behalf, I have made due ex- 
amination or. oath and find that the said Catherine Kevin is of the reputed ar e of 33 years 
and was born m Ireland, and last resided for the space of three years in the parfsh of 
hafb 8 ‘ 'oi t le co “"‘y of Galway, now contained in the said union of Loughrea, and 
nariib of q, s ft ement u° antI '» not otherwise exempt from removal from the said 

nS „F ,f rge ' Ha '?“™'- S 'l“ a ™ i ^d that she hath three children named John, Mary, 

not exempt from reT ,e i/ geS ,°h f “r 18 '- a “ d ™ tnonths, which children am 

not exempt; from removal from the said parish of St. George, Hanover-square. 

Catherine Nevin and children, and am satisfied that the said 

hod*nv nr “ d ° "r^T ale m sach a Blate of «s not to be liable to suffer 

bodily oi mental injury by the removal. 

of St GemL' Hmlo™ *° rea - nire / m tb f Governors and Directors of the poor of the parish 
to khtT®’ Hanover-square aforesaid, to cause the said Calherine Nevm, with her family, 
ofLoh Son°° ,eT totl ’ esal ‘ 1 ’“ i ° a of Loughrea, and to be delivered at the workhous^ 

Given under my hand and seal at the police court aforesaid this 2d day of 
August in the year of our Lord 1865. 3 

(signed) R. P. Tyrwhitt. (l.s.) 



Dear Sir London, 46, High Street, Wapping, 

ca u £ Im'oblilV' 1 1W ,0U ; if yaa Tt haTe kindness to^ivt me my^nfomatlon yon 

can it will oblige. I sen. a woman and three children, the name of Nevin bv mv conductor- 
I su PP os e you have a copy of the order of removal ; I hope he brought them safe I have 
9 | h * nst *ut from Dublin, I am 

respecting°thean OU YoIrt answer mlfTbhgef 6 ^ *° 1 ’' etam “ tha B ° ard ° f Gaaldiaas 



To the Master of the Loughrea Union. 



Yours, &c. 

(signed) John Frost. 
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(No. 15,930/65.) 

No. 7. — Letter from the Commissioners to the Board of Guardians. 

Poor Law Commission Office, Dublin, 
Sir, 1 September 1865. 

The Commissioners for Administering the Laws for the Relief of the Poor in Ireland, have 
had before them Minutes of Proceedings of the Board of Guardians of Loughrea Union on 
the 26th ultimo, from which it appears that a warrant for the removal of a woman named 
Catherine Nevin and her children from the Union of Saint George, Hanover-square, London, 
to the workhouse of the Loughrea Union, has been received by the Guardians, but that the 
parties have not arrived; and that a communication has been received from Mr. Frost on 
the subject, inquiring as to the delivery of the woman and her children at the workhouse; 
and in reference thereto the Commissioners request that they may be informed of the further 
information which may be received by the Guardians in this case. 

By order, &c. 

To the Clerk, Loughrea Union. (signed) B. Banks, Chief Clerk. 



(No. 16,364/65.) 

No. 8. — Extract from Minutes of Proceedings of the Board of Guardians of 
Loughrea Union, dated 2 September 1865. 

“ Read letter from the Poor Law Commissioners, No. 15,930, dated 1st September 1865, 
requesting to know whether any information has been received of the woman Catherine 
Nevin and her children, who have been deported from the Union of Saint George, Hanover- 
square, London, as referred to in Minutes of the 26 th ultimo. 

“ Ordered, — That the Commissioners be informed, in reply to their letter, that the parties 
in question have not as vet arrived at the workhouse, nor has any account been received of 
them since last meeting. 5 ’ 



(No. 15,957/65.) 

No. 9. — Observations of Mr. Robinson , Poor Law Inspector, in charge of the 
Dublin District. 

“I pind that a party came to Dublin in the ‘Duke of Cornwall’ steamer, which left 
London on the 5th ultimo and arrived on the 9th, tickets being taken for all in the name of 
Frost, and the tickets being one return and two single tickets; this probably was the party, 
the two single tickets being sufficient for Catherine Nevin and her three children. 

“ From information obtained from John Kelly, one of Mr. Frost’s agents in Dublin, it 
would appear that George Leyton was the name of the conductor who came with Catherine 
Nevin. . . , , 

** I find also that a man, who came from London in charge of paupers, went before JVlr. 
Stronee, Chief Magistrate at the police court, early last month, and stated that a woman 
he was removing wished or was willing to remain in Dublin, and he asked whether he 
might leave her. Mr. Strange refused to give him any such authority, and stated to him 
that if lie left the woman he would render himself liable to a prosecution. Mr. & troupe 
says that, to the best of his recollection, Mr. Tyrwhitt was the magistrate who signed the 
removal order, and that Loughrea was the place to which the pauper was ordered to be 

** John Kelly had a letter from Mr. Frost, saying he had not heard of the party since the 
10th ultimo; he expressed some anxiety about them, and stated that his conductor had 

been before the mayor, meaning probably the chief magistrate. 

“ It appears, from Mr. Frost’s letter to the master of Loughrea workhouse that he heard 
from his conductor from Dublin on the 9th ultimo, and I have very little doubt that the 
party arriving on ihat day by the ‘Duke of Cornwall,’ consisted of Catherine Nevin and 
her children, and that the person sent with, them was the man who went before Mr. 
Stronge. 

“ I have not been able to trace them further.” 

5 September I 860 . H. Robimm, 



(No. 16 , 937/65.) 

No. 10. — Letter from the Commissioners to the Board of Guardians. 

Poor Law Commission Office, 

Sir Dublin, 8 September 1865. 

Adverting to the minute of the Board of Guardians of the Loughrea Union of e 
2nd instant, in reply to their inquiry relating to the case of Catherine Nevin and - 

238. D 
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dren, n moved under warrant from the Union of St. George, Hanover-square, the Com- 
missioners for Administering the Laws for Relief of the Poor in Ireland, request that you 
will inform them whether anything further has been heard of the family in question. J 



To the Clerk, Loughrea Union. 



By order, &c. 

(signed ) B. Banhs, Chief Clerk. 



(No. 16,806/65.) 

No. 11.— Extract from Minutes of Proceedings of the Board of Guardians of Loughrea 
Union, dated 9 September 1865. 

“Read letter from the Commissioners, No. 15,937, dated 8th September 1865, request- 
ing to be informed whether any fuither information has been received of the woman 
Catherine Neviu, and her children, who have been deported from the Union of St George’ 
Hanover-square. ‘ ’ 

“ The clerk stated that nothing further had been heard of the parties in question since 
last meeting.” 



(No. 16,806/85.) 

No. 12.— Letter from the Commissioners to the Clerks of the several Unions in the 
Counties of Dublin, Kildare, and Wicklow. 

Poor Law Commission Office, 

ir A, . . „ . , . . . _ „ Dublin, 14 September 1865. 

The Commissioners for Administering the Laws for Relief of the Poor in Ireland, desire 
to state that it appears from a reportof the Clerk of the Loughrea Union, contained in the 
Minutes of Proceedings of the Board of Guardians, of the 26th ultimo, that a warrant had 
been received by him on the 4th ultimo for the removal of “ Catherine Kevin” and her 
three children from ihe parish of St. George, Hanover-square, London, io that Union 
but that the parties had not arrived at the workhouse. ’ 

The clerk at the same time reported that he had received a letter from “ Mr John 
Frost,’ removing agent, London, dated the 24th ultimo, stating that lie had sent the party 
by his “ conductor/' and inquiring as to their delivery at the workhouse. J 

From information which the Commissioners have received, it seems probable that the 
party arrived in Dublin by steamer on the 9th ultimo, in charge of a man named “George 
Legion j * but as they had not been delivered at Loughrea Workhouse on the 9th insiant 
and nothing further had been heard of them by the Guardians of that Union up to that 
date, the Commissioners requ. st that you will be so good as to inform them whether 
the woman m question and her three children have become chargeable in the workhouse 
of Union. 

The age of Catherine Nevin is stated in the warrant of removal to be 33 years and her 
children, Ji.hn, Mary, rad Eliza, are described as of the ages often yeans, and eight years 
and IS mouths respectively. & j > 



To the Clerk. 



•espectively. 

By order, &c., 

1 Ally Union (signtd) J3. Banks, Chief Clerk. 

2. Balroihery, Lusk, Balbriggan Union. 

3. Baiting lass Union. 

4. Celbridge Union. 

5. Dublin (North) Union. 

6. Dublin (South) Union. 

7. Naas Union. 

8. Rathdown, Lougliinstowi), Cabinteely Union. 

9. Rathdrum Union. 

10. Shillelagh, Cooliattin Union. 



(No. 17,018/65.) 

No. 13. Letter from the Clerk of North Dublin Union to the Commissioners. 

, , . North Dublin Union, 15 September 1865. 

In reply to your letter of the uth instant, No, 16,806/65, I beg to inform von that 
Catherine Nevin and children have not become chargeable to the North Dublin Union 
,,,A “ nd y° u a statement made by relieving officer Hammond, of this union, which proves 
that Catherine Nevm and children arrived m Dublin on the 9th ultimo. * 



The Poor Law Commissioners, 
Custom House. 



I have, &c. 

(signed) John. A. Cretin, Assistant Clerk, 
North Dublin Union. 
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(No. 17,018/65.) 

No. 14. — Statement of Mr. Hammond , Relieving Officer of North Dublin Union 
(enclosed in foregoing). 

A removing officer, who gave his name as William Smith, brought, on the 9th August 
last, a woman named Catherine Nevin, and three children. He showed a warrant of removal 
from St. George’s-in-the-East, London, for Loughrea Union j he wanted to deliver them at 
this workhouse, but Mr. Hammond, relieving officer, refused to take them; he then offered 
to give money to ihe woman to take herself and her children to Loughrea, if Mr. Hammond 
would sign the warrant, which Mr. Hammond also refused to do. They then went away. 



(No. 17,928/65.) 

No. 15. — Extract from Minutes of Proceedings of the Board of Guardians of Loughrea 
Union, dated 30 September 1865. 

“ The clerk laid before the Board a warrant received by him on yesterday for the 
removal of Catherine Nevin and her children from the union of Ecdesall-Bierlow, Sheffield, 
and siated that the parties have not as yet arrived at the workhouse. 

“ A copy of the warrant is herewith enclosed, as also replies to the queries in Commis- 
sioners’ Circular, as th.s woman and her children were delivered at the workhouse on 
Saturday evening,” 



(No. 17,944/65.) 

No. 16. — Copy Warrant referred to in the foregoing Minute. 

To the Guardians of the Poor of the Ecclesall-Bierlow Union, in the Borough of Sheffield, 
in the West Riding of the County of York; and to the Guardians of the Poor of the 
Loughrea Union, in the County of Galway, in Ireland. 



Borough of Sheffield, in the West Riding of Yorkshire, to wit: 

At a petty sessions of Her Majesty’s justices in nnd for the said borough, holden at the 
Town Hall in Sheffield, in and for the said borough, on the twenty-filth day of September, 
in the year of our Lord One thousand eight hundred and sixty-live, before us the under- 
signed Her Majesty’s justices of the peace for the said borough : 

Whereas complaint is now made by the guardians of the poor of the Ecdesall-Bieiloft ; 
Union, in the said borough, that Catherine Navan* hath become and is now chargeable .0 

the common fund of the said union : , , , . „ , _ 

And whereas the said Catherine Nevin having been brought before us, and application 
having been made to us in petty session assembled, by Jonathan Bearden, the re l8V1 “| 
officer of the said guardians, on their behalf. We have made the examination on oat *. and 
find that the said Catherine Nevin is of the reputed age of thirty years, and was bo an 
Ireland in the parish of Craughwell, in the county ol Galway, now contained in the said 
union of Louohrea, and hath not a settlement in England, and is not otherwise exempt from 
removal from’ the said Eceles , ll-liierlow Union ; and that she hath three children, namely, 
John need ten years, Mary, aged eight years, and Eliza, aged one year and six months, 
which ISiren Le not exempt film removal from the said union ; and we have seen the 
said Catherine Nevin and her said children, and are satisfied that they are respectively m 
such a state of health as not to be liable to suffer bodily or mental injury by ' 
These are therefore to command you, the guardians of the poor of the Ecclesall-Hieilow 
Union to cal tVe said Catherine Win and her said children to be safety conveyed to the 
said union of Loughrea, and to be delivered at the workhouse of such umom 



Given under our hands and seals at the sessions aforesaid. 



(signed) 



Thomas Jessop. 

Jno. IF. Hawkswortli. 



( L.S. ) 

Cl.sS 



23 s - 



‘Sic in orig. 
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(No. 17,944/65.) 

No. 17. — Replies to usual Inquiries referred to in foregoing Minute (No. 14 ). 
(Catherine Nevin.) 



1 . Date of warrantor copy (send copy if 
received). 

2. Date of embarkation ? 

3 . Name of the port at which the em- 
barkation took place ? 

4. How sent; as a deck passenger or 
otherwise ? 

5. When and by whom delivered at the 
workhouse ? 

6 . How long is it since the pauper left 
Ireland ? 

7. Where was ihe pauper born in Ireland 
(giving if possible the name of the parish, 
arid the name of the townland)? 

8 . What was the pauper’s last place of 
residence in Ireland (giving if possible the 
name of the parish, and the name of the 
townland) ? 

9. How long had the pauper resided in 
such place before leaving Ireland ? 

10 - Where was the pauper residing, in 
England or Scotland, when she becamecharge- 
able. Give the name of the union, and also 
of the parish or township if possible. 

11. How long had she resided there? 

13. If the pauper is a widow, when did 
her husband die? 



25 1 h September 1865. 

29th September 1865. 

Liverpool. 

Deck passenger. 

Saturday, 30th September, by Jonathan 
Dearden, relieving officer of the Ecclesall 
union. 

Five years since she last left Ireland ; she 
had been residing in England 12 years 
previously. 

Parish of Craughwell ; townland unknown. 



Town of Loughrea, and parish of Loughrea. 



One month. 

Coal-Pit- lane, Sheffield, Ecclesall, Bierlow 
Union. 



Seven years, except one month within the 
last three years she spent in London. 

Is not married uor a widow. 



This woman declined to remain in the workhouse, and left with her children the same 
evt ning. She stated that she is not the person mentioned in the “ Warrant of Removal,” 
received from the “ Strand Union ” in October 1864, nor in that received last August from 
the Union of St. George, Hanover-square. 



(No. 17,018/65.) 

No. 18 . Letter from the Commissioners to the Chief Secretary of the Lord Lieutenant. 

Poor Law Commission Office, 

^ ,r > Dublin, 4 October 1865. 

Adverting to the previous correspondence on the subject of removals to Ireland from 
the metropolitan unions and parishes in England, the Commissioners for Administering the 
Laws for Relief of the Poor in Ireland, have the honour to state for the information of his 
Excellency, the Lord Lieutenant, that it appears from a report of the clerk of the Loughrea 
Union, contained in the Minutes of Proceeding of the Board of Guardians of the 26 th Au- 
a wa . rrant ' vas rec eived by him on the fourth of that month for the removal 
of ‘ Catherine Nevin ” and her three children from the Parish of St. George, Hanover- 
square, London, to Loughrea Union, but that the parties bad not, at the date of his report, 
arrived at the workhouse. 

The clerk at the same time reported that he had received a letter from “ Mr. John Frost/ 
Removing Argent, London, dated the 24th August, stating that he had sent the party by his 
‘ conductor,” and inquiring as to their delivery at the workhouse. 

See No. 6 . Copies of these documents are enclosed herewith.* 

From information which the Commissioners received from their inspector, Mr. Robinson, 
it seemed probable that Catherine Nevin and her children arrived in Dublin by steamer, on 
the 9 th August ; but as they had not been delivered at the Loughrea workhouse on the 9 th 
September, and nothing further had. been heard of them by the guardians of that union, the 
Commissioners addressed a letter to the clerks of the unions in the counties of Dublin, 
Wicklow, and Kildare, inquiring whether the woman and her children had become charge- 
able in any of the workhouses of those unions, but it was found that this was not the case. 

.. X1 , It further appeared by a communication received from the Clerk of the North Dublin 

bee Nos. 12 & 13 . Union (a copy of which is enclosed*), that the parties were brought on the 9 th August to 
Dublin by a man named Wilham Smith, who, producing a warrant for their removal to 
Doughrea workouse, endeavoured at the same time to procure their admission into the work- 
house ot the North Dublin Union, that the relieving officer refused to receive them, where- 
upon 
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upon W. Smith offered to give money to the woman to take herself and her children to 
Longhrea, if the relieving officer would sign the warrant, which the latter declined to do 
and that the parties then went away. 

By a letter received yesterday from the Clerk of Loughrea Union, it appears that this 
woman and her children had, after abandonment in Dublin by the servant of Mr. Frost 
found their way to the Union of Ecclesall-Bierlow, near Sheffield, in Yorkshire, and had 
there become chargeable, whereupon the guardians of that union removed herein a leo- a [ 
aud proper manner, by the agency of one of their own officers, to Loughrea Union, in which 
she was born. 

The present case is reported as showing that the hardship frequently inflicted on unions 
in Ireland, by the improper conduct of removals through the irresponsible agency of Mr. 
Frost, is not limited to Irish unions, but falls occasionally on English unions, as in the case 
of Ecclesall-Bierlow Union, which has been put to considerable expense in removing to 
Loughrea, in Ireland, a family which ought to have been delivered at Loughrea Union in 
the first instance by her conductor, instead of being abandoned by him in Dublin, and 
probably furnished by him with money, which enabled her to pass to, and become charge- 
able in a union which ought not to have been burdened with her support and subsequent 
removal back to Ireland. 

By order. See. 

To the Right Honourable (signed) B. Banks, Chief Clerk. 

Sir Robert Peel, Bart, m. p., 

&c. & c. &c. 

Dublin Castle. 



(No. 17,944/65.) 



No. 19. — Letter from the Commissioners to Mr. Bourke, Poor Law Inspector. 

Poor Law Commission Office, Dublin, 
Sir, 6 October 1865, 

The Commissioners for Administering the Laws for Relief of the Poor in Ireland transmit 
to you the accompanying warrant for the. removal of “ Catherine Navan,” and her three 
children, from the Union of Ecclesall-Bierlow to -the Loughrea Union, which, together with 
the replies to the usual queries (also herewith enclosed), has been forwarded to the Com- 
missioners by the clerk of the Loughrea Union; and the Commissioners request that you 
will have the goodness, if the opportunity should occur, to question this woman on oath as 
to her being the same person to whom the two former warrants alluded to relate, and as to 
the particulars of her abandonment by Mr. Frost’s servant, William Smith, and her subse- 
quently falling chargeable in the Union of Ecclesall-Bierlow. 

The other papers relating to the case are referred to you in ordinary course. 

By order, &c. 

To R. Bourke, Esq., (signed) B. Banks, Chief Clerk. 

Poor Law Inspector, Parsonstown. 



(No. 18,794/65.) 

No. 20. — Report from Mr. Bourke to the Commissioners. 

Gentlemen, Loughrea, 14 October 1865. 

In pursuance of the directions in your letter of the 6th instant, I have examined Catherine 
Nevin, and obtained partic ulars on oath of her several removals from England, and her 
abandonment in Dublin by Mr. Frost’s conductor, and I aunex the depositions and return 
the papers which accompanied your letter. 

Catherine Nevin seems an industrious woman, strongly attached to her children, whom 
she is bringing up as well as her means admit. The eldest boy, though only 1 1 years of 
age; has been offered employment in Sheffield as an assistant in a school at 3 s. 6 d. a week. 
She does not appear to have been often, or for any long period in receipt of parish 
relief during the 17 years she has resided in England, and is anxious to provide for her own 
support and that of her children, which she could do wherever she could find employ- 
ment ai her business as a laundress. The father of her children is a discharged soldier, 
and went to America about two or three years ago. She expecis to hear from him 
and \o join him there, and is anxious to maintain her connection with his friends in 
Sheffield, lest his communications should not reach her. 

I have, &c. 

To the Poor Law Commissioners. (signed) R. Bourke. 



238. 
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(No. 18,794/65.. 

No. 21.— Deposition of Catherine Nevin (enclosed in foregoing Report.) 

Catherine Ner.in, sworn.— I am a native of Craughwell, in the Union of Loughrea and 
left it with my brother and si-tcr about 17 years since, to go to England. We went to 
Sheffield where we found work. It was there that 1 became acquainted with John Ashton 
by whom I have three children. He is now in America. When first he left me, I followed 
him. to, London, and having met with him there we returned to Sheffield. But he bavins 
' him to London, and not. Iipino- nl.ln In r l 



destitute and applied for relief to the relieving officer, and was admitted to the Strand Union 
Workhouse. 1 took my discharge, and obtained from the parish a sum of 10 s. to help me 
back to ^Sheffield, but I remained in London; and having again to seek relief, l was passed 
over to Ireland in October of. last year (1864). I was sent in charge of an officer, (whose 
name I cannot recollect) from London to Liverpool, and so to Dublin. I was not sent to 
Mr. Frost son tins occasion; I was taken by Mr. Gough (removing officer, as I. believe of 
the Strand Union) to the magistral, and when the warrant was made out, Mr. Gouo-h gave 
men. charge to the man who accompanied me over. Upon my arrival in Dublin with my 
three children, the officer placed us in a lodging, and gave me a sum of 2l. to defray our 
expenses to .Loughrea Union. We remained about a week in Dublin, and I then returned 
with my children to Sheffield. I remained there during the winter, and received relief for 
some time m the Ecclesali-Bierlovv Union House, and in the- spring went again to London 
where the mother of Ashton, by whom I had these three children, was living. But she 
had le.tit, and after some time I had to apply for relief to ihe parish officers, and having 
been admitted for about a fortnight to the workhouse of St. George’s, Hanover-square I 
was brought before the police magistrate and passed to Ireland. I was taken with mv 
children in the hist instance to Mr. Frost’s house, where we remained for two days waiting 
tor the beat, and at the expiration of that time, I was given in charge of a man, like' a boats- 
raan » who brought me to the steamer and accompanied us to Dublin. I do not know the 
mans name, but I heard him called George. We were provided by Mr. Frost with some 
tea and sugar, and plenty of bread and cheese. Having suffered much from sickness on the 
voyage, I wished to stop in Dublin and 1 make a cup of tea from what I had with me before 
gouig to the railway on our way to Loughrea, but the officer refused to wait, and took us in 
a Cttb-to the Broadstone Terminus. When we reached it, I refused to go before I had some 
tea, being very weak and ill from the effects- of the voyage. But though .here was time; 
enough to have made the tea before the train started, the officer would not allow it but 
brought us along on foot through the town to the Police Court, and applied to the mams- 
, . , 10 S| g" ‘he paper, saying he would give us money to proceed to Loughrea. The 

“ g ‘ j pf rcfused t ” li ,° ll l! s t ™ d to officer i lieu took us to a house kept by a woman 
named Clayton near the Drogheda Railway Station, and inquired the price of lodgings. 
The woman stated it would be Is. ad. a night for and 1 ». W him. He paid, her, it Si. 
oil our occoiiiiL and left us, and I have never seen him since. He left us no money, but said 
e would be back again next morning to lake us to Loughrea, but he never cami On our 
ay Com the Police Court to Mrs. Clayton’s, the officer took ns to the city workhouse, where 
lie wanted lie relieving officer to sign the paper, hut he would not do so. 

d A “ eel at Mrs ; Ci “' l ?"’ s ’ a,ld i°‘ "'“ k in washing, and one thing or other, 
I f 1 1 “ 10 >iey enough to bike us all back to Liverpool, were we stopped a little, and 

children dree A “/ M "” che T ster . ^ «o on to Sheffield. Alter supporting myself and 
wo k 1,0 I i fe,V 1 S"* ill and applied for relief, and was admitted to the 

oh. 1 f l 2 “ A", 8 ke|,t ,or abtmt lhre, ‘ n'eeks, and then passed on to Loughrea in 
» » “l 4 ” Baden, ,,,, officer of the Union. I came by Liverpool and Dublin, and 

and no Iinin 1 ' siloes, and the children also, and they had very bad clothing, 

o i c . t , , . Catherine Nevin. 

bworn before me at Loughrea, this 14th clay of October 1865 , 

Richard JBourhe, Poor Law Inspector. 



No. 18,79465. 

No. , 22.— Letter from the Commissioners to the Under Secretary of the 
Lord Lieutenant; 

gj r Poor Law Commission Office, Dublin, 

T !f tter . 0f 4tb aslant, the Commissioners for Administering the 

mariL J w. l 0 o r P °* < ? r 't Il i e, ? nc, i have honour to forward herewith, for tire infor- 
CX tri?.5re- « Cy ? e *?!* Lieutenant, a copy of a report from their inspector, Mr. 
ch£n t ie dep °, Sl p 0ns of tbe woman “ Catherine Nevin,” who, with her three 

ft recently removed from the Ecclesall-Bierlow Union to Loughrea. 

threp IT , d ®P osltl °“ s that Catherine Nevin has. with her children, been 

bv the nerao^ 0D ? 7°^ 12 having been left in Dublin 

instead of heimr inlf ^ i t0 T ,Ve Z le , r t0 -^“ghrea Union on two of these occasions, 
Onthfw' f ^ 6Q . L0Ughj ' ea h y tbe,u > and delivered at the workhouse there. 
nrowJiiibl of these two occasions, she was left in Dublin with funds to enable her to 
proceed to Loughrea, but which she used to effect her return to England; while on the 

last 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 




ELIZABETH FINN AND OTHERS FROM ENGLAND TO IRELAND. 31 

ast of these occasions, she was abandoned without any funds to assist her by the removin'* 
officer. 

There serins to be reason to suppose also, that the person bv whom she was last aban- 
doned was the “ George Legon,” employed by Mr. Frost, whose misconduct has been 
reporied in reference to other cases, of the particulars of which the Commissioners have 
found it necessary to communicate for bis Excellency’s information. 

By order, &c. 

To Geueral Sir Thomas Larcom, k.c.b., (signed) B. Banks, Chief Clerk. 

&c. &.C. &c. 

Dublin Castle. 



(No. 18,794/65.) 

No. 23. — Letter from the Commissioners to Messrs. Geale and Dwyer, Solicitors. 

Poor Law Commission Office, Dublin, 
Gentlemen, 30 October I 860 . 

The Cotnmi>sioners for Administering the Laws for Relief of the Poor in Ireland, transmit 
to you herewith, a file of papers relating to the removal of Catherine Nevin and her three 
children from England, from which you will perceive that Catherine Nevin has been 
removed from England under warrant on three several occasions, and that on two of those 
occasions she was deserted by the removing officer in Dublin, instead of being taken to 
Louuhrea^vorkhouse, as directed by the order of removal. On the first occasion (in October 
1864) the" removal appears to have been entrusted to an officer of the Strand Union, the 
guardians of that union having applied for and obtained the warrant, and the officer appears 
to have conveyed her to Dublin and left her there, having, however, furnished her with 
ample means 10 proceed to Longhrea, which however, she did not do, but returned to 
London ; on the second occasion the warrant was obtained by the governors and directors 
of the parish of St. George’s, Hanover-square, in the month of August last, and entiusted 
to Mr. John Frost of Wapping for execution, by whom it was in turn entrusted to a 
"conductor” employed by him in such cases; and from the information obtained by 
Mr.. Robinson, Poor Law Inspector, there appears no reason to doubt that this person was 
“George Luo-an ” against whom you instituted proceedings under the Irish i’oor Removal 
Acis in September 1864, for deserting a pauper under removal in the City of Cork. 
Legon appears 10 have brought the woman and her children to a lodging house in Dublin, 
and there deserted them, without making any provision whatwer for their jou.ney to 
Loughrea, or for their support in Dublin ; and the ’woman having again made her way back 
to England became chargeable in the Ecclesall-Bierlow Union, and was removed under a 
warrant obtained by the guardians of that union and duly conveyed to Loughrea. 

The Commissioners think that the circumstances of the desertion of Catherine Nevin by 
George Legon are such as to render it desirable that proceedings should be taken against 
him under ''the 4th section of the Act 26 & 27 Viet c. 89, for the desertion of the woman 
and her children, and the Commissioners request that you will be so good as to institute 
proceedings accordingly in such manner as you may deem most advisable. 

By order, Sec. 

(signed) JB. Batiks. 

To Messrs. Geale and Dwyer, Solicitors, Chief Clerk. 

Talbot-street. 



(No. 18,794/65.) 

So. 24. — 'Letter from the Commissioners to the Under Secretary of the Lord Lieutenant. 

Poor Law Commission Office, Dublin, 
gj r 30 October 1865. 

Adverting to the Commissioner’s letter of the 1 8 th instant relative to the case of Catherine 
Nevin and her three children .who have recently been removed from Ecclesall-Bierlow 
Union to Loughrea, the Commissioners for Administering the Laws for Relief of the Poor m 
Ireland desire to acquaint you, for the information of his Excellency the Lord Lieutenant, 
that considering all the circumstances of the case, it appearing that on two previous occa- 
sions the parties had been removed from metropolitan unions, and on both occasions 
deserted in Dublin by the parties entrusted with the execution of the warrant, they have 
thought it right to .place the matter in the hands of their solicitors, Messrs. Geale and 
Dwyer, with a view to a prosecution under the 4 th section of the Act 26 6s 27 \ ict. c. ay, 
against Mr. Frost’s conductor, by whom the parties were deserted in August last. 

By order, &c. 

To General Sir Thomas Larcom, k.c.b., (signed) 

&c. &c. &c. 

Dublin Castle. 



B. Banks. 
Chief Clerk. 



238 . 
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(No. 20,957/65.) 

No 25. — Letter from Messrs. Geale and Dwyer to the Commissioners. 

Sir, Offices, 18 Talbot-street, 18 November 1865. 

Referring to your letter as above instructing us to institute proceedings under the 26 

& 27 Viet. c. 89, s. 4, against George Legon, who is the person supposed to have been 
entrusted with the execution of a warrant obtained by the Governors of the Union of St 
George, Hanover-square, London, for delivery at the above union of Mary Nevin and her 
children, but who would seem to have deserted them in Dublin, without even givino- them 
the means of proceeding to Loughrea: 

We beg to say that we have given the matter full consideration, and find it to be a case 
of flagrant breach of the fourth esetion of the Act above mentioned, and one that should be 
prosecuted, if the evidence necessary to sustain it can be procui'ed. 

There are two modes of proceeding .-—The first, to have proper informations taken here 
and a warrant issued for the apprehension of the accused, under which (it being properly 
backed) he could be attested in London and brought over to be dealt with here. ° 3 

The other course would be to have the pauper sent to London, where the informations 
could be made, and the accused brought to justice. 

But to sustain such proceedings in either place George Legon must be clearly identified 
as the person who deserted Catherine Nevin : this she cannot do, as she says in her deposi- 
tion, “ I do not know the man’s name, but I have heard him called George therefore 
unless this deficiency in the evidence can be supplied by John Kelly (referred to in Mr! 
Robinson’s report) as one of Mr. Frost’s agents in Dublin, or some other person, the pro- 
ceeding cannot be successfully sustained here; furthermore, in proceeding here, it would be 
necessary to give some legal proof of the warrant, under which the pauper was removed 
and this presents a difficulty, which in the Cork case, was only got over by giving in 
evidence, a statement made by George Legon before the magistrate, in which he admitted 
having had the warrant. 

Under these circumstances (unless a person to prove the warrant could be induced to 
come from the London Police Court), we are disposed to think that the proceedings can be 
best taken in London (where we assume George Legon is to be had), as the evidence of 
issuing of the warrant could be there procured, and some opportunity afforded to Catherine 
Nevin, who should be sent over for this purpose, of identifying the man in question, as the 
conductor who deserted her and her children. 

We have written to Mr. Robinson, Poor Law Inspector, to know the address in Dublin of 
John Kelly, and shall await the further instructions of the Commissioners in the matter. 

We are &c. 

Benjamin Banks, Esq., (signed) Geale and Dwyer. 

Chief Clerk. 



(No. 20,957/65.) 

No. 26 .— Letter from the Commissioners to Messrs. Geale and Dwyer. 



Poor Law Commission Office, Dublin, 

„ Gentlemen, 23 November 1865. 

S iTHB Commissioners for Administering the Laws for Relief of the Poor in Ireland, 
acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 18th instant, on the subject of the proceed- 
ings which they are desirous should be instituted against George Legon, the person sup- 
posed to have been entrusted with the execution of a warrant for the removal of a woman 
named Catherine Nevin, with her children from the Parish of St. George’s, Hanover-square, 
to Loughrea Union. 

In reply, the Commissioners have to state that they think it desirable on many grounds 
that the man who deserted Catherine Nevin and her children should be brought over to 
this country by warrant, if that course is found to be practicable. 

Mr. Robinson informs the Commissioners that he has supplied the address of John 
KeHy, who may be able to identify George Legon as the person to whom the warrant of 
emoval was ontrusted. 



To Messrs. Geale and Dwyer, 
18 Talbot-street. 



By order, &c. 

(signed) B. Banks, 

Chief Clerk. 
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(No. 20,957/65.) 

No. 27 . — Letter from the Commissioners to the Clerk of Loughrea Union. 

Poor Law Commission Office, Dublin, 
Sir, 23 November 1865. 

Adverting to the Minutes of Proceedings of the Board of Guardians of Loughrea Union, 
on the 26th August and 30th September last, respecting the case of “ Catherine Nevin 
and her children, for whose removal, from the parish of St. George’s, Hanover-square, to 
Loughrea Union, a warrant was issued, the Commissioners for administering the laws for 
relief of the poor in Ireland request that you will have the goodness to inform them whether 
the woman, with her children, is still at Loughrea, either in the Workhouse, or town, or in 
the neighbourhood. 

The Commissioners would be glad to receive information on this point without delay. 

By order, &c. 

To Patrick Egan, Esq., (signed) B. Banks , Chief Clerk. 

Clerk of Loughrea Union, Loughrea. 



(No. 21,211/65.) 

No. 28. — Letter from the Clerk of Loughrea Union to the Commissioners. 

Gentlemen, Board Room, 24 November 1865. 

I beg leave to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 23d instant, (No. 20,957/65,) 
requesting information of the woman Catherine Nevin, who, with her three children, was 
removed, under warrant, from the Union of Ecclesall Bierlaw, on the 30th September last. 

In reply, I have the honour to inform you that this woman and her children were admitted 
to this Union Workhouse, on the 21st ultimo, where they remained until Sunday the 5th 
November instant, on which day she claimed her discharge, and, accompanied by the 
three children, left for the purpose of returning back to England. I have been informed 
that, on the day in question, those parties travelled by car from Loughrea to the railway 
station at Athenry, where they remained until the following morning, when they left by the 
“Excursion Train” for Dublin. I may add, that Catherine Nevin stated, before leaving 
the workhouse, her intention was to return to Ecclesall Bierlaw, but not to apply for relief 
there until she would have acquired a settlement in the Union. 

I have, &c. 

(signed) Patrick. Egan, 

To the Poor Law Commissioners, Clerk of Union. 

&c. &c. &c. 



No. 21,722/65.) 



No. 29. — Letter from the Under Secretary of the Lord Lieutenant to the 
Commissioners. 



Gentlemen, . 

Referring to your letter of the 30th October last, relative to the removal of Catherine 
Nevin and her three children, from the Ecclesall Bierlow Union to Loughrea, I am directed 
by the Lord Lieuteuant to state that a letter has been received from the Secretary of State 
for the Home Department, desiring to learn the result of the instructions issued by you to 
your solicitors for the prosecution of Mr. Frost’s conductor, by whom the above named 
paupers were deserted. . . 

I am, therefore, to request that you will be so good as to furnish the information required. 



To the Poor Law Commissioners, 
8tc. See. &c. 



I am, &c. 

(signed) Thos. A. Larconi. 



(No. 21,211/65.) 

No. 30.— Letter from the Commissioners to Messrs. Geale Dwyer. 

Poor Law Commission Office, Dublin, 
p tl 4 December 1865. 

With reference to their letter of the 23d ultimo, end to previous 
to the case of Catherine Nevin and lrer three children, who were ““oved ftnm t e gsh of 

Si. George, Hanover-square, London, and deserted in Dublin by ep relief of the 

the execution of the warrant, the Commissioners for administering the laws for relief of the 

238. E r° or 
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oor in Ireland request that you will t»e so good as to inform them what progress has been 
made in reference to the proposed prosecution. 

The Commissioners understand that the woman left Loughrea Workhouse with her three 
children on the 6th ultimo, and is now supposed to be at Eccleshall Bierlow, from whence 
she was last removed, but the Commissioners presume that this circumstance will not oppose 
any serious obstruction to the proceeding, and they trust that no unnecessary delay will take 
place, the intention to prosecute in this case having some time since been communicated to 
Her Majesty’s Government. 

By order, &c. 

(signed) B. Banks, 

To Messrs. Geale and Dwyer, Solicitors, Chief Clerk. 

Talbot-street. 



(No. 21,722/65.) 

No. 31. — Letter from the Commissioners to the Under Secretary of the 
Lord Lieutenant. 

Poor Law Commission Office, Dublin, 
Sir, 4 December 1865. 

The Commissioners for administering the laws for relief of the poor in Ireland acknow- 
ledge the receipt of your letter of the 1st instant, requesting, by direction of his 
Excellency the Lord Lieutenant, to be furnished with information as to the result of the 
instructions given by the Commissioners to their solicitors to prosecute Mr. Frost’s con- 
ductor for the desertion of Catherine Nevin and her children in Dublin, the warrant, with 
the execution of which he was entrusted, requiring that they should be left at Loughrea. 

In reply, the Commissioners desire to state, that having on the l-7th ultimo called Messrs. 
Geale & Dwyer’s attention to the subject of the instructions given to them on the 30th 
October last, they received a letter from them in reply, setting forth the difficulties which 
they considered to exist in the way of obtaining a conviction; a copy of this letter, together 
with a copy of the Commissioners’ reply, is enclosed, from which it will be seen that the 
Commissioners have instructed Messrs. Geale & Dwyer to proceed, notwithstanding these 
difficulties, to obtain a warrant under which Mr. Frost’s conductor may be brought over to 
this country, to be dealt with by the proper tribunal in Ireland. 

The Commissioners desire to add that they have learned from the clerk of Loughrea 
Union that the woman and her children left the union on the 6th ultimo, with the intention 
of reluming to England, but Messrs. Geale & Dwyer have been again requested io pro- 
ceed in the prosecution, notwithstanding this circumstance. 

By order, &c. 

To General Sir Thomas Larcom, k.o.b., (signed) B. Banks, 

&c. &c. &c. Chief Clerk. 

Dublin Castle. 



(No. 22,025/65.) 

No. 32. — Letter from Messrs. Geale Dwyer to the Commissioners. 

Sir, 18, Talbot-street, 7 December 1865. 

In reply to your letter of the 4th instant, inquiring what progress had been made in 
reference to the prosecution for desertion of Catherine Nevin and her three children by the 
conductor entrusted with the execution of the warrant for their removal from London to 
Loughrea in the month of August last, we beg to say that some little delay has, of necessity, 
taken place, until we could ascertain where the woman Catherine Nevin is to be found, as 
her evidence is necessary to sustain the prosecution. After she had been deserted in Dublin 
in August last, she returned almost immediately to Sheffield, from whence she was removed 
again to Loughrea in September, where she continued till early in November last, having 
then left, intimating her intention to get back to Sheffield. Under these circumstances, 
we are making all requisite inquiries, and are in communication with an English correspon- 
dent on the subject. Should she be found (as there is no doubt she will) we shall report 
further on the subject. 

We are, & c. 

B. Banks, Esq., Chief Clerk, (signed) Geale Dwyer. 

Poor Law Office. 
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(No. 22,025/65.) 

No. 33.— Letter from the Commissioners to the Under Secretary of the 
Lord Lieutenant. 

Poor Law Commission Office, Dublin, 
Sir, 8 December 1866 . 

Adverting to your letter of the 1 st instant, requesting, by direction of his Excellency 
the Lord Lieutenant, to be furnished with information as to the result of the instructions 
given by the Commissioners to their solicitors to prosecute Mr. Frost’s conductor for the 
desertion of Catherine Nevin and her children in Dublin, the Commissioners for adminis- 
tering the laws for relief of the poor in Ireland forward, fur the information of his Excellency, 
the accompanying copy of a communication which they have this day received from their 
solicitors, Messrs. Geale and Dwyer, on the subject. 

By order, &c. 

To General Sir T. A. Larcom, k.c.b., (signed) B. Banks, 

Sec. &c-. &c. w Chief Clerk. 

Dublin Castle. 



(No. 22,543/65.) 

No. 34. — Letter from Messrs. Geale &f Dwyer to the Commissioners. 

Offices, 18, Talbot-street, 

Sir, 15 December 1865. 

Referring to previous correspondence in this matter, we beg to state, for the information 
of the Commissioners for administering the laws for relief of the poor in Ireland, that our 
correspondent at Sheffield informs us by letter received this morning, that, the woman 
Catherine Nevin and her three children are at present inmates of the Sheffield workhouse. 
This being so, we consider that it would, under all the circumstances, be more advisable that 
the proceedings should be taken in London, as we cannot obtain sufficient evidence here to 
identify George Legon as the person who deserted the pauper, or to prove the warrant of 
removal. 

We are, &c. 

To B. Banks, Esq., Chief Clerk, (signed) Geale <3r Dwyer. 

Poor Law Office. 



(No. 22,543/65.) 

No. 35. — Letter from the Commissioners to Messrs. Geale Sf Dwyer. 

Poor Law Commission Office, Dublin, 
Gentlemen, 15 December 1865. 

The Commissioners for administering the Laws for Relief of the Poor in Ireland acknow- 
ledge the receipt of your letter of the 15th instant relating to the case of “ Catherine 
Nevin” and her three children, who, it appears, are now inmates of the workhouse of the 
Sheffield Union, and recommending that the prosecution in the case should be made in 
London ; and the Commissioners request that you will proceed in the matter as proposed in 
your letter. 

By order, &c. 

To Messrs. Geale & Dwyer, Solicitors, (signed) B. Banks, Chief Clerk. 

18, Talbot-street. 



(No. 1 , 118 / 66 .) 

No. 36.' — Letter from Messrs. Geale Sf Dwyer to the Commissioners. 

Sir, Offices, 18, Talbot-street, 17 January 1866. 

Referring to the instructions received from the Commissioners for administering the 
Laws for Relief of the Poor in Ireland to institute proceedings against George Legon for 
the desertion of Catherine Nevin and her children wno had been entrusted to his care for 
delivery, under an English removal warrant, at the workhouse of this union, we beg to 
state, for the information of the Commissioners, that, on the 11th instant, we caused an 
application to be made to Mr. Knox, one of the London Metropolitan Magistrates, at the 
Marl borough-street Police Court, for to grant a warrant for the arrest of George Legon 
with a view to his committal, which was then granted. The magistrate, however, subse- 
quently suspended the issuing of the warrant, and desired that the matter should be 
discussed before him. This was accordingly done on the 13th instant, but the magistrate 
238. e 2 was 
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was of opinion that, as the offence charged took place in Ireland, he had not jurisdiction 
under the Statutes to grant the warrant desired. 

We beg to enclose a report of the proceedings taken from the London “ Times” of the 
loth instant, which, although slightly inaccurate in some particulars, gives a fair but concise 
account of what took place. 

This decision in no way affects the right to proceed in Ireland, and has had one good 
result, inasmuch as the magistrate, seeing the difficulty in the way of a prosecution in this 
country, stated his readiness, at any time, to send over an officer from his court to prove the 
original warrant should such he desired. 

Under these circumstances, having regard to the effect of the publicity of what took 
place in London, and the expense which should of necessity be incurred to sustain a prose- 
cution here, it is a matter for the consideration of the Commissioners whether any further 
steps should be taken in the matter. The woman, Catherine Nevin, is now in London, and 
we have made arrangements to have her forthcoming up to the end of next week in case 
she should be wanted. 

Awaiting further instructions. 

We are, See. 

To B. Banks, Esq., Chief Clerk. (signed) Geale Sf Dwyer. 



(No. 1,118/66.) 

No. 37. — Copy Report of Proceedings referred to in foregoing Letter (extracted from 
the “Times” Newspaper.) 

Marlborough-street. — Mr. E. Dillon Lewis stated to Mr. Knox that he appeared on 
behalf of the Poor Law Commissioners of Ireland, to support an application for a warrant 
against George Legon, who had brought himself within the provisions of the 26 & 27 Viet, 
c. 89, the 4th section of which enacted, “ That any person being employed in the execution 
of a warrant duly issued under the authority of the said Acts or either of them, who shall 
wilfully desert any person mentioned therein before lie or she shall have been conveyed to 
the place of destination, shall be guilty of a misdemeanour, and, upon conviction thereof, 
shall be liable to a fine not exceeding 10 Z., and, in default of payment, to imprisonment for 
a term not exceeding three months.” The various Boards of guardians in the London 
districts contracted with a person named Frost, living at Wapping, who undertook the task 
of conveying paupers to their place of settlement at the rate, he believed, of 3 /. 10 s. for 
each adult person. It was obvious that, under such an arrangement, the conductor would 
desire to realize as large a profit as possible, therefore, the funds he would give to his 
“ conductors ” would necessarily be scanty. In turn, the contractor would try to get some- 
thing for himself, and thus the paupers would be pressed on all sides. In the present case, 
John Legon, one of Frost’s conductors, was selected to carry into effect a warrant granted 
by Mr. Tyrwhitt in August last, for the removal of a woman and her three young children 
to the Union of Loughrea, in the county of Galway. Legon accompanied the paupers as 
far as Dublin, and then he hurried them to a police court, refusing to allow them to partake 
of any refreshment, although the woman, who had been very ill during the passage, com- 
plained of exhaustion. Legon applied to a magistrate to have his warrant endorsed, no 
doubt with the intention of passing off the magistrate’s endorsement, as a sufficient 
guarantee that he had discharged his task, and as a satisfaction to persons in this country 
that it was with a magistrate’s sanction he had left the paupers in Dublin. The magistrate, 
however, not only refused to make the endorsement, but remonstrated with Legon for his 
conduct. It was, therefore, clear that Legon knew if he failed to take the paupers to their 
destination he would be acting illegally. Legon, however, took the paupers to a house in 
a small street in Dublin, paid the landlady Is. 6 d. for one night’s lodging, and went away, 
promising to return the next day and convey them to Loughrea. The man, Legon, never 
returned, and after waiting four or five days, the woman, being without money, contrived 
to get enough to buy food with by doing a little washing. The family were, however, 
subjected to such privations that one of tne children died. Legon returned to England, 
leaving the paupers in Dublin, and he would submit that in so doing Legon had been 
guilty of desertion under the statute, and that he was justified in asking for a warrant 
against him. 

Mr. Knox said a gnevous offence had been committed. Ke was most anxious to render 
assistance if he could legally do so; but, upon reference to the section of the Act, he was 
of opinion he had no jurisdiction, the offence having been committed in Ireland, and the 
Act in question only extending to England and Wales. 

Mr. E. D. Lewis contended that the magistrate had jurisdiction, and cited cases and 
other matters in support of his argument. 

Mr. Knox was not convinced, and declined to grant a warrant. 

Mr. E. D. Lewis said the Poor Law Board, whom he represented, had come forward on 
public grounds only, and the application would have the good effect that the publicity which 
he hoped would be given to it would serve to show how the destitute were treated, and how 
the Act in question was virtually inoperative, inasmuch as Irish magistrates were reluctant- 
to issue warrants against persons residing in England, except for very serious offences. 

Mr. 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 




ELIZABETH FINN AND OTHERS FROM ENGLAND TO IRELAND. 37 

Mr. Dwyer, solicitor to the Irish Poor Law Board, confirmed Mr. Lewis’s statement, and 
added that even when warrants were issued in Ireland the case was stopped by the prose- 
cution being called upon to prove the signature of the English magistrate and the execution 
of the warrants. 



(No. 1,11866.) 

No. 38. — Letter from the Commissioners to Messrs. Geale 6f Dwyer. 

Poor Law Commission Office, Dublin, 
Gentlemen, 18 January 1866. 

The Commissioners for administering the Laws for Relief of the Poor in Ireland 
acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 17th instant, reporting the refusal of the 
jnagistrate'at Marlborough-street Police Office, London, to grant a warrant, for the appre- 
hension of George Legon on the charge of having deserted Catherine Nevin and her 
children, who were entrusted to his care under an order of removal from England : and 
the Commissioners request that you will now proceed with the prosecution of Legon in 
Ireland. 



To Messrs. Geale & Dwyer, Solicitors, 

Talbot-street. 



By order, Sec. 

B. Banks, Chief Clerk. 



(No. 1,118/66.) 

jj 0 . 39, Letter from the Commissioners to the Under Secretary of the Lord Lieutenant. 

Poor Law Commission Office, Dublin, 
gj r 18 January 1866. 

Adverting to the letter addressed to you on the 8th ultimo, relative to the case of 
Catherine Nevin and her children, who were removed from England under an order of 
removal, and deserted in Dublin bv the person charged with the execution of the warrant, 
the Commissioners for administering the Laws for Relief of the Poor m Ireland now 
transmit to you, for the information of his Excellency the Lord Lieutenant, a copy of a 
report which they have received from their solicitors, detailing the proceedings taken at th e 
Marlhorouo-h-street Police Office, London, from which it will be seen that the magistrate 
declined to°grant a warrant for the apprehension of George Legon on the ground that he 

had not jurisdiction under the Irish Poor Removal Act to do so. 

The Commissioners have instructed Messrs. Geale & Dwyer to proceed with the 
prosecution of Legon in Ireland. ^ order &c 

To General Sir Thomas Larcom, k.c.b., See. &c. &c. B. Banks, Chief Clerk. 

Dublin Castle. 



(No. 2,309/66). „ . . 

No. 40. — Letter from Messrs. Geale S, Dwyer to the Commissioners. 

. Offices, IS, Talbot-street, 3 February 1S6G. 

In accordance with tbe instructions contained in your letter of the 18th ultimo to take 
wocccSs™ Mend for the apprehension of George Legon, on charge ol having deserted 
SeAr° e Ne»in and her children, who had been entrus.ed to Ins cam under an order ol 
Slai LmTon“on to Longhre’a, we beg to state 

S^wfcb Ms ' TefnVaeel Am, ofTim police with a clew to its being executed 
in London. 

We are, &c. 

(signed) Geale Dwyer. 



To B. Banks, Esq., Chief Clerk. 



(No. 4,006/66). • - „ 

No. 41.— Letter from Messrs. Geale $ Dwyer to the Commissioners. 

The Queen v. George Legon. 

Offices, 18, Talbot-street, 19 February 1866 . 
We beg to state, for the information of the 

boron^li-st^eFpolictTcimrbLo^^n) was present^ar^Iir^^ffie^warrant of removal. 

The 5 case will be tried at the City Sessions on the 13 th March nexc. 



B. Bank, Esq, Chief Clerk. 



We, are, &c. 

(signed) Geale Dwyer. 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 




38 CORRESPONDENCE, &c. RELATING TO THE REMOVAL OP 



(No. 4,006/66). 

No. 42. — Letter from the Commissioners to the Chief Secreiary of the 
Lord Lieutenant. 



Poor Law Commission Office, Dublin, 
® ir > 20 February 1866. 

Adverting to their letter of the 18 th ultimo, and to previous correspondence relating 
to the case of “ Catherine Nevin” and her children, removed from England under’ an order 
of removal, and deserted m Dublin by the person charged with the execution of the 
warrant, the Commissioners for administering the laws for relief of the poor in Ireland 
have the honour to state, for the information of his Excellency the Lord Lieutenant that 
they have received a communication from their solicitors, Messrs. Geale & Dwyer dated 
the 19th instant, stating that “ George Legon ” was on that day brought before the chief 
magistrate at Cap el-street Police Office, and duly committed for trial on the charge of 
deserting the parties alluded to, and that tl.e case will be tried at the City Sessions on the 
13th March next 



To the Right Hon. C. S. Fortescue, 
See. &c. &c., 

Dublin Castle. 



By order, 8tc. 

(signed) B. Banks, 
Chief Clerk. 



(No. 5,973/66). 

No. 43. Letter from Messrs. Geale dp Dwyer to the .^Commissioners. 

The Queen v. George Legon. 

D ®' r ’ , Offices, 18, Talbot-street, 16 March 1866. 

Referring to previous correspondence, we beg leave to state, for the information of the 
Commissioners for administering the laws for relief of the poor in Ireland, that the accused 
was brought up before the Recorder on the 13th instant, when, after a full and close 
investigation, he was found guilty of the charge of desertion, under the statute, and 
sentenced to the full penalty of 10 L, or, m default, three months’ imprisonment. 

B. Banks, Esq. Chief Clerk. (signed) 6 ^Gwle % Dwyer. 



(No. 5,973/66). 

No. 44.— Letter from the Commissioners to the Under Secretary of the 
Lord Lieutenant. 

< 1 . Poor Law Commission Office, Dublin, 

, ir C5U ’’ . , . 19 March 1866. 

, - W!th reference to their communication of the 20th ultimo, regarding the committal for 
Le ?° n ’ th ® P e I, S0 ? cha, 'g ed with the execution of a warrant for the 
removal of a female named “Catherine Nevin” and her children from England to 
Ireland, the Commissioners for administering the laws for relief of the poor in Ireland 
have the honour to forward herewith, for the information of his Excellency the Lord 

ri U li e Rr a n’ a C0p7 e *°u V-T? ^ hlch tl l ey have now received from their solicitors Messrs. 
G^le & Dwyer, of the trial of George Legon, and his sentence in a penalty of 10 L, or, in 
deiault, three months imprisonment. J 



To General Sir Thomas Larcom, k.c.b., 
Sec. dec. dec., 

Dublin Castle. 



By order, &e. 

(signed) B. Banks, 
Chief Clerk. 



(No. 5,97 3/66). 

No. 45.— Letter from the Commissioners to the Board of Guardians. 



gj r Poor Law Commission Office, Dublin, 

. 23 March 1866 . 

woman named « C.tl previ ™ s correspondence respecting the removal to Loughrea of a 
SSu “71 Ne,m " “ nd her three d-ild™, l-rom the Eccleeh.1l Bieriow 

Tdlerted bv the ^ f S ( ° C< f“! 0 ^ , lr ° m Metr °P° Ut »" mioM, oh both of which she 
aeserted by the parties entrusted with the execution of the v 



arrant, the Commissioners 
for 
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f administering the laws for relief of the poor in Ireland desire 10 state, for the infor- 
°ation of the Board of Guardians of Loughrea Union, that they deemed it desirable to 
institute proceedings under the 26 & 27 - Viet. e. 89, s. 4, against “ Gorge Legon,” 
who was ascertained to be the person entrusted with die execution of one of the warrants 
in question, namely, that obtained by the guardians of the parish of St. George’s, Hanover- 

^The* woman having been accordingly traced, after her return to England, and George 
Leeon identified as the person in fault, proceedings were instituted in London, but without 
effect, owing to the want of jurisdiction, the offence charged before the magistrates having 

° C Proceed in as were then taken in Ireland, and the result has been, as the, guardians will 
see from the enclosed copy of a communication from the Commissioners’ solicitors, the 
infliction of a penalty of 10 l. on George Legon, or, in default, three months’ imprisonment. 



To the Clerk, Loughrea Union. 



By order, &c. 

(signed) B. Banks, 
Chief Clerk. 
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